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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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GRINDSTONE VERSUS CHEESE

At the village of Great Ayton, a few years ago, lived a shrewd clever Tradesman, who carried on a considerable business, and dealt in a number of articles, not confined to one branch of trade alone:  not being able to read or write, his accounts were made out in hieroglyphic characters, each mark signifying a particular article which had been supplied by him.  One new-years day, he went to the house of a neighbouring Farmer with his Bill, which he was obliged to do, as it was only by dint of memory that the items in it could be associated with the goods.  On getting snugly seated beside his debtor, he began to read over the articles in the Bill as follows:  - Candles 1s 2d, Tobacco 1s, Testament 2s, Treacle, a groat, a Cheese 7s 6d.  A Cheese, repeated the Farmer, I never had a cheese from thee in my life;  thou scoundrel ! – The Huckster shrugged up his shoulders, assured his friend that he had a round O for a cheese, his usual way of entering it and there could be no mistake, till suddenly recollecting himself, and looking very arch, exclaimed Zounds, man, what a blunder I’ve made! Why it was a Grunstane thou had, and I forgat to put a pop i’t middle for’t Assletree.

REDCAR SEASON

The Visitors to the Fashionable Watering Place of Redcar, are respectfully informed that the CLEVELAND re-commenced on Monday, the 19th of June, leaving the Bull and Mouth and Royal Hotels, Leeds, every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday Morning, at nine o’clock, through Harrogate, Ripon, Thirsk, Stokesley, and Guisborough, arriving in Redcar at five pm.

On its return the Cleveland leaves the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Redcar, every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at eight am by the same route, arriving in Leeds at half-past five pm.

The Cleveland travels through a beautiful line of country, and parties wishing to enjoy “the rapture of the lonely shore”, will meet with few places possessing greater natural attractions than Redcar, with its spacious sands and neighbouring romantic mountains.


Performed by

Outhwaite & Co, Morritt, Pearson,





Clemishaw, Hall, Wilstrop & Co

July 1st 1843

RIPON, THIRSK, GUISBRO’ AND REDCAR

ROYAL MAIL

The public are respectfully informed that the above Mail Coach is now extended through to Redcar for the season, leaving the Angel and Black Bull Inns, Ripon, at a quarter before seven, a.m. arriving at the Fleece Hotel, Thirsk, in time for the mail train to the North, and proceeds without delay by way of the Tontine Inn, Stokesley, and Guisboro’ in time for the Union Coach to Whitby, and arrives at the Crown and Anchor and Jolly Sailor Inns, Redcar at two o’clock in the afternoon.

The Coach on its return, leaves Redcar at 10 o’clock in the morning, and arrives at Thirsk in time for the mail train to all parts of the South and West of England, arriving at Ripon at half past six o’clock in the evening.

The proprietors tender their grateful thanks for the liberal support received last season, and hope by regularity and dispatch to merit a share of public patronage.

Performed by

PAWSON, HALL, TURNER & WILSTROP.

Cleveland Inn, July 1st, 1843.

WILLIAM BARKER

Graduate of the Royal Veterinary College, Edinburgh.

Member of the Edinburgh Veterinary Medical Society, and late

Assistant to Mr Thos. Darby, V.S. Louth, Lincoln.

Has the satisfaction to inform the Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy of Stokesley and its environs, and the public in general, that he has received his Diploma with other complimentary documents from the Northern Capital, in which is one of the most eminent of Veterinary Schools, and trusts through the many opportunities that have been afforded him, he will be enabled to give satisfaction to his employers;  and begs to state that all domesticated Animals he may have the honour to medically superintend will meet with every possible care and attention, and hopes by strict assiduity to his profession, combined with economical charges, to realise the patronage and support of the public, which it will ever be his constant study to merit.

W.B. will have Stables set apart for the reception of Animals whose diseases render it expedient that they should be under his immediate cognisance, and begs further to state, that he will have the advantage of his Father’s assistance, (who has practised in Cleveland upwards of twenty years,) whenever it may be required.

The operations of Spaying and Castration performed in all their various branches.

Stokesley, 1843.
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THE FAIR

The quantity of Cattle shown was as numerous as we have ever of late years witnessed, but owing to the pressure of the times, sales were not easily effected, and we may quote the prices at least 25 per cent lower than last year.  Although the sky lowered, and was indicative of an unpleasant day, there was a pretty good muster of merry faces, looking as happy as we have seen them on brighter days.

THE RACES

The Races came off on Monday and Tuesday, and although the weather was unpropitious, we never saw more persons on the course – never so many good race horses, - never races so good at Stokesley.

MONDAY, JUNE 12

The CLEVELAND HUNTERS’ STAKES of 2 sovs. each, with 15 added, for horses that have never won 100 sovs. at any one time, and that have been regularly hunted during the season.  The owner of the second horse saved his stake.  Gentlemen riders. – Heats, twice round the course.

Mr Metcalf’s b.m. Donna Maria, by Master Richard, out of Elizabeth, by Percy, 5 yrs old, 10st 7lb
1
1

Mr Johnston’s ch.g. Foxhunter (late Auckland) aged, 12st
3
2

Mr Fletcher’s b.m. Chivalry, 5 yrs old, 11st
2
3

Mr Swan’s br.m. Eliza, aged, (half-bred) 11st 7lb
4
dr

THE SILVER CUP, value 15 sovs. for horses of all ages, that never won 50 sovs. in Plate or Stakes, before the day of naming. – Heats, twice round the Course.

Mr Fletcher’s bl.g. Roecliffe, by Muley Moloch, out of Lady Fanny, by St Nicholas, 4 yrs old, 7st 7lb
1
1

Mr H W Monkman’s b.f. Miss Orton, by Muley Moloch, out of Donna Maria’s dam, 4 yrs (half-bred), 7st 7lb
2
2

Mr Norfolk’s br.h. Hotspur, by Voltaire, 6 yrs, 8st 10lb
5
3

Mr Waring’s br.m. Fanny Hill, 5 yrs old, 8st 2lb
3
dr

Mr Crawford’s b.g. Royal Charley, 4 yrs old, 7st 7lb
4
dr

Mr Bower’s b.m. Winflower, aged, (half-bred), 9st
6
dr

TUESDAY, JUNE 13

A SWEEPSTAKES of 3 sovs. each, with 20 added;  the second to save his stake;  three-year-olds to carry 7st 4lb, four 8st 2lb, five 8st 10lb, six and aged 9st, heats, mile and a half.

Mr Bank’s br.g. 3 yrs by Gladiator, out of Vesper
1
1

Mr Metcalfe’s b.m. Donna Maria, 5 yrs by Master Richard
2
2

Mr Fletcher’s b.m. Chivalry, 5 yrs
3
1

THE TRADESMAN’S STAKE, of 10 sovs. for horses that never won 50 at any one time; three-year-olds 6st 10lb, four 7st 7lb, five 8st 10lb, six and aged 9st, heats, mile and a half.

Mr Crawford’s ch. f. Miss Julia
1
1

Mr Johnson’s ch. g. Foxhunter, (late Auckland), aged 
2
2

Mr Fletcher’s b. m. Chivalry 5 years
3
3

Mr Monkman’s b. f. Miss Orton, 4 years old
4
4

Mr Bower’s b. m. Winflower, aged
0
0

Mr Waring’s br. m. Fanny Hill, 5 yrs old, thoroughbred
0
0

Mr Metcalfe’s b. m. Donna Maria 5 yrs by Master Richard
0
0

Mr Morritt’s br. h. 6 yrs old, Hotspur
0
0

WESLEYAN MISSIONARY ANNIVERSARY

According to announcement, on Sunday the 11th ult, two Sermons were preached by the Rev Matthew Banks of Northallerton, and on the Monday Evening a Sermon by the Rev James Dunbar, of Bedale.  The Missionary Meeting was held on the afternoon of Tuesday following, the attendance at which was numerous and highly respectable.  Richard Walker, Esq of Stockton, took the Chair.  The following gentlemen addressed the meeting.  Revs J Hardman, Dunbar, Hardcastle, Ryan, and Webb.  An impressive sermon was preached the same evening by the Rev W Webb.  The collections after the respective services amounted to about £20.

BAZAAR

At the Bazaar open for the sale of fancy articles and confectionery etc on the 10th, 12th, 13th, and 17th days of June, the amount taken was £23 3s 8d.

ORDINATION SERVICES AT BETHEL CHAPEL

On the 15th of June, Mr J Hardman was publicly ordained Pastor over the church and congregation of Independents at Stokesley.  The Rev J Olrick, of Northallerton, commenced the service by reading and prayer, the Rev J Schofield, of Malton, delivered the introductory discourse, explanatory of the nature of a Christian church.  The Rev J C Potter, of Whitby, put the usual questions, and received the confession of faith.  The Rev W Hinmers, of Ayton, offered up the ordination prayer.  The Rev G B Kidd, of Scarborough, addressed the charge to the minister, and a sermon preached in the evening to the people by the Rev J C Potter.  In addition to these ministers, were present the Rev Messrs Ramsay, Hackett, Brierly, Sutcliffe, Howard, and a highly respectable and numerous congregation.

On the previous evening a Tea Meeting was held in a large room in the new mill.  Most of the speakers who addressed the assembled congregation we have already particularized.

CONCERT

Mr Sidney Barrowclough, who has been blind from his birth, and latterly a pupil in the Liverpool Institution for the education of the Blind, gave a concert of vocal and instrumental music, at the West Langbaurgh School Room, on Wednesday evening the 14th ult.  His powerful and melodious voice, accompanied by his execution on the piano, was exquisite music;  and gave entire satisfaction.  The large room was nearly full of auditors, amongst whom were some of the first families in the town and neighbourhood.

INQUEST

Inquest on Mr John Wharton, formerly of Skelton Castle.  On the 30th of May, Mr Payne held an inquest at the Joiner’s Arms, Westminster-road, on view of the body of Mr John Wharton, aged 74, many years since Member of Parliament for Beverley, in Yorkshire, and a relative of the Earl of Zetland, and also of the wealthy family of the Marsdens.  It appeared from the evidence that deceased had been a prisoner in the rules of Queens Bench for upwards of 14 years past.  Some years ago he was in possession of great wealth.  Latterly deceased had been afflicted with disease of the bladder, and prostrate gland.  He died of exhaustion caused by the progress of the disease.  Verdict, “Natural Death”.  His remains were interred a few days subsequent, in the family vault at Skelton.

TOTAL ABSTINENCE TEA MEETING

The first Anniversary of the Ayton Total Abstinence Society took place in the North of England Agricultural School Room on the 1st of June.  Notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the weather, an immense assemblage of persons congregated to celebrate this yearly festival.  Upwards of 400 individuals partook of the good things provided by the members of that excellent body of Christians – the Society of Friends, at the mere acknowledgement of 6d per head;  the surplus, if any, to be devoted to the emancipation of drunkards from the bondage of their depraved habits.  After Tea, a Public Meeting was held to advocate the cause of Temperance.  Mr Charles Simmonds, of Guisborough, in the Chair.  On the platform we observed, Messrs J Richardson, of Langbaurgh, Thomas Dixon of Guisborough, George Dixon of Ayton, T B Thompson of Leeds, J Barker of Newcastle, Wm Anderson of Castleton, Dodd of Stokesley and others.  The Chairman, in a neat speech introduced the business for which they had met together.  He observed that he stood before them with great pleasure, as the advocate of Teetotallism, having experienced the benefits arising from a course of regularity;  and adverted to his having some years ago visited Ayton having a very different object in view;  being then one of a party of Recruits, a drunkard by profession, and an advocate for war.  Mr Barker and Mr Thompson addressed the meeting in a very eloquent and touching manner, and related facts that had occurred under their own cognizance, which had such an effect, as to cause tears to flow from almost every one present.

REDCAR

The annual races were held at this fashionable watering place on Saturday last, the 17th ult and were numerously and respectably attended.  Among the company were recognized Captain Newcomen, Messrs Andrews, R Garbut, Waring, J B B Alderson (Guisbro’), Adamson, etc.  During one of the races a filly by Tomboy, belonging to – Waring Esq, swerved from the course and leaped over the highest part of a boat that was drawn up near.  The distance from where she rose to the place where her fore feet beat was measured to be seven yards.  Happily neither the filly nor the jockey received any injury.

MISS SUSANNA MANN

We are requested to contradict the paragraph in our last, respecting Miss Susanna Mann being about to leave Lofthouse for Drury Lane Theatre.  Our information respecting the matter, and requesting us to insert it, was signed “Bradley”.  We are since informed that it is a vile fabrication.
POLICE INTELLIGENCE

June 10th 1843.  Present Wm Mauleverer Esq.  Ralph Fenwick of Stokesley, labourer, was ordered to pay a fine of 6d and the costs for being asleep in a cart, while the same was travelling along the highway in the parish of Whorlton, on the 26th May last.

June 17th.  George Harris of Stratford, in Essex, labourer, was convicted of vagrancy in the township of Carlton, on the 15th ult. and committed for the house of correction at Northallerton, to hard labour for one calendar month.

June 24th.  Present Wm Mauleverer and T W Waldy, Esqrs.  Robert Hall of Stokesley, Butcher, was ordered to pay 6d and the costs, for having in his possession one pair of steelyards, which was unjust.

Robert Neirson of East Harlsey, labourer, was ordered to pay a fine of 6s and costs, for having on the 24th May last, ridden upon a wagon in the township of Thornaby, without having reigns to the horses, drawing the same.

ALARMING ACCIDENT

On Tuesday the 21st ult as a Carrier of the name of Cornforth, was returning from Stockton, his cart was thrown over, and a boy who was riding with him thrown from the Cart.  Some heavy goods falling upon his head and face he was severely injured.  Surgical assistance was immediately procured, and we are glad to state that the boy is likely to recover.

VISITATION AT STOKESLEY

The Venerable the Archdeacon of Cleveland, held his visitation yesterday, and delivered his charge to the Clergy, in a very eloquent and fluent manner, for his advanced years.  The Rev Hildyard preached.  The attendance of the Clergy was not so numerous as we have seen in former years, nor did we observe so many visitors as heretofore.

BIRTHS

On the 16th ult the wife of Christopher Stockdale, Seamer, of a son

On the 16th ult the wife of John Apedaile, Stokesley, of a daughter

On the 18th ult the wife of Francis Audus, Miller, Great Ayton, of a daughter

On the 25th ult the wife of James Selby, Ingleby Greenhow, of a daughter

MARRIAGES

On Tuesday the 6th inst at Cheltenham, George Edwin Ward Jackson Esq of Normanby Hall, to Sarah Marshall, the youngest daughter of Lieut. Colonel Watson, C.B., of Harwood House, Cheltenham.

On Thursday the 15th ult at Kirby Sigston, by the Rev H Duncombe, Mr Henry Greenhill of Newsham, to Elizabeth, second daughter of the late Mr John Dunning, of Winton near Northallerton.

On Thursday the 29th ult at Stokesley, by the Rev Charles Cator, Rector, Thomas Loy Esq of Stokesley, to Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the late George Jackson Esq of Tanton Hall.

On Wednesday the 28th ult at the Independent Chapel, Pickering, by the Rev G Croft, the Rev J Hardman, Independent Minister of Stokesley to Miss Ann Hick, of Newton near Pickering.

DEATHS

On the 5th ult at Langbaurgh, Margaret Garbutt, widow of Joseph Garbutt, farmer, aged 73

On the 8th ult at Stokesley, Harriot Appleton, aged 30

On the 17th ult at same place, Robert Coates, aged 78

On the 21st ult at Great Ayton, Isabella Richardson, aged 96

On the 28th ult at Faceby, Dorothy Barker, the wife of Francis Barker, aged 79

On the same day, at Marton, Elizabeth Reed, widow of Richard Reed, aged 84
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