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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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TO TANNERS AND CURRIERS

TO BE LET, at Great Ayton, near Stokesley, Yorkshire, an excellent TANYARD belonging to the late ISAAC MARTIN, of Manchester, containing 92 Pits, 46 of which are under cover, with Drying sheds, Bark Chambers, Bark Mill, and other Conveniences etc, also a Stream of water passing through the yard, of a superior quality for the process of tanning. 

The above Premises are situate 10 Miles from the Seaport of Stockton-upon-Tees.

Also to be Let, at a short distance, A SMALL TANYARD, particularly calculated for a currier, containing 36 Pits, 32 of which are under cover, and in the same yard may be had, if required a complete CURRIERS’ SHOP, (capable of accommodating 10 or more men at work) with Water Stove, and necessary Sheds, and all requisite conveniences.  Also, if wanted a large and commodious  DWELLING HOUSE, with Garden, Stabling for 4 Horses, Gig and Cart House etc.

The above may be let separate or altogether.

For further particulars apply at No. 63, Oldham Stret, Manchester, and of Elizabeth Martin, Geat Ayton, near Stokesley.

Great Ayton, November 1st 1843.

G F MORTON, V.S.

Member of the Edinbro’ Veterinary Medical Association, Graduate of the Royal Veterinary College, Edinbro’, and late Assistant to Mr S H Withers, V.S., Bristol, and Mr G Holmes, V.S., Thirsk, Yorkshire, respectfully announces to the Nobility, Gentry, and Agriculturists of Stokesley and its Neighbourhood, that he has commenced the Practice of the Veterinary art, and trusts by unremitting attention to his professional duties combined with moderate charges, to merit a share of public favour and support which it will ever be his constant study to deserve.

G. F. M. studied for three years (as his testimonials will shew) the anatomy of the Horse, and the Pathology of Diseases in general incident to the Horse, Cattle, etc, under the celebrated Professor Dick of the Edinburg Veterinary College, etc, since that time he has had four years experience as Assistant to two very extensive country practices, among Stock of every description.

G. F. Morton will attend at the Buck Inn, Guisbro’, every Tuesday.

A SPEECH ON THE CAUSE OF MISSIONS TO THE HEATHEN

By Jabez Cole.  Stokesley : W Braithwaite

This Speech, which forms a pretty little Pamphlet and published by request, the profits to be devoted to the Missionary cause, is replete with sound argument, unsophisticated and evangelical.  As the Author is so well known throughout this district, any panegyrick on his talents is rendered needless.  We cordially recommend it to the perusal of all friends of Foreign Missions.

CLEVELAND CATTLE SHOW

Many of the Inhabitants of this place who are of opinion that the meetings of the Cleveland Association for the exhibition of Stock, should be held at Guisbro’ and Stokesley alternately as suggested by the nobility and Gentry, at the last Agricultural Show Dinner, at the former place, have been very active in getting up an annual Subscription to the Cattle Show, and their solicitations have been sanguinely responded to, as the subjoined List will abundantly testify.  The List is still open and bears the following heading :-

We agree to become members of the Cleveland District Agricultural Association, and intend to subscribe annually the sums set opposite our respective names on condition that the Cattle Show is held alternately  at Stokesley and Guisborough.


£
s
d


£
s
d

Sir Wm Foulis
20
0
0

Brought forward
104
16
0

Lieut Col Hildyard
10
0
0

Wm Barker
1
0
0

Rt Hon Lord Feversham
10
10
0

Wm Braithwaite
1
0
0

The Hon. Octs. Duncombe
10
0
0

Thomas Wright
1
0
0

Geo Marwood Esq
5
0
0

John Shepherd
1
0
0

Wm Mauleverer Esq
5
0
0

Stephen Ainsley
1
0
0

Sir Wm Pennyman
5
0
0

John Grey

10
0

Rev J A Park
2
2
0

Wm John Strother

10
0

C F Hutchinson
2
2
0

Geo F Morton

10
0

James Emerson
1
1
0

Wm Wise

10
0

R R Burgess
1
1
0

Wm Cole

10
0

Wm Nightingale
1
0
0

John Cail

10
0

Medd Scarth
1
0
0

R McCree

10
0

James Philips
1
0
0

John Allison

10
0

John W Coates Esq
1
0
0

Wm Stephenson

10
0

Captain Healey
1
0
0

Geo T Hutchinson

10
0

Thomas Simpson
1
0
0

John S Pratt

10
0

Wm Garbutt
1
0
0

R Mewburn

10
0

John Garbutt
1
0
0

W Fairbridge

10
0

Thomas Coates
1
0
0

John Smith

10
0

Wm Coates
1
0
0

Mrs Coates

10
0

Thomas Loy
1
0
0

John Calvert

10
0

Henry Hick
1
0
0

Thomas Dixon

10
0

Geo Petty
1
0
0

Henry Colbeck

10
0

J W Parrington
1
0
0

Robert Fawcett

10
0

Robert Farrer
1
0
0

Robert Hodgson

10
0

Geo Grenside
1
0
0

J Jackson

10
0

Benjamin Shepherd
1
0
0

Joseph Coulson

10
0

Ralph Benton
1
0
0

R. N

5
0

Robt. Calt. Farrow 
1
0
0

W. F

5
0

W J Farrer
1
0
0

John Turnbull

5
0

J H Handyside
1
0
0

James Barker

5
0

Lt. Barker & Son
1
0
0

Philip Braithwaite

5
0

John Wilstrop
1
0
0

John Jackson

5
0

Catherine Wilstrop
1
0
0

Bart Goldsborough

5
0

Wm Kitching
1
0
0

John Thompson

5
0

Ward Atkinson
1
0
0

John Iveson

5
0

Geo Stephenson
1
0
0

James Clark

5
0

Robert Calvert
1
0
0

Jonathan Hart

2
6

John Duck
1
0
0

T Bainbridge

2
6

Jasper Barugh
1
0
0

Mrs Lowther

2
6

Eliz. Pennington
1
0
0

David Halton

2
6

Wm. Naylor
1
0
0

Geo. Tweddle

2
6

Wm. Weatherill
1
0
0

Wm. Mason

2
6






John Turner

1
0

Carried over
104
16
0


124
2
0

PUBLIC TESTIMONIAL OF RESPECT

On Wednesday the 4th ult this town was the scene of unusual animation, occasioned by Lord Feversham and Family passing the place from a tour in the North, on their way to Duncombe Park.  In the morning it was ascertained that his Lordship’s carriage horses, and riders were waiting his arrival at the Black Swan Hotel, when it was determined (it being his first visit since his being called to the House of Peers) by a number of the most respectable gentlemen and tradesmen of the town that they would give him a hearty welcome, which was done by an address of congratulation being presented to him, as also the ringing of Bells, Banners and Music.  On the address being presented to his lordship, he responded to it in a very pleasing manner.  We are glad to observe that his Lordship appeared to be in the enjoyment of excellent health and spirits.

On Saturday the 21st ult, The Honorable Octavius Duncombe, M.P. for the North Riding visited Stokesley, when similar congratulations were tendered to him, which he cordially responded to.  On this occasion, as on the former one, the Church Bells rang merrily, and the Stokesley Brass Band, (during the Afternoon and Evening) played several popular Airs, and the town was full of bustle and hilarity.

MELANCHOLY SUICIDE

One of the most awful circumstances that has ever occurred in this neighbourhood was found to have taken place at Skelton, on the 12th ult.  It appears from the evidence given before John Page Sowerby, Esq. Coroner for the Langbaurgh Division, that early in the morning of Friday the 13th of October, smoke was seen to issue from the chimney of the bed-chamber of Thomas Stephenson Esq of that place, Solicitor, and on the door being forced, the unfortunate gentleman was found enveloped in flames, the bed on which he lay being nearly consumed, and the room filled with smoke.  On examination of the body, the head, face, and left side were very much burnt, and an incision had been made in the throat of about an inch in length and depth.  The razor with which the deceased had effected his purpose lay by his side; his head was resting on his left hand, and the right hand was slightly elevated above his head.

The maid servant, who had lived with the deceased upwards of five years, stated that he had been in a desponding way ever since he left Guisbro’ two years previously, and had drunk a quantity of ardent spirits.  The jury returned a verdict that the deceased had been in a weak state of mind for some time past, and had committed suicide whilst labouring under a temporary fit of insanity.

It is supposed that the deceased had set the bed on fire, and then cut his throat.

Many valuable deeds and papers were found in the coal house! and we are glad to state, for the benefit of interested parties, that the professional documents are uninjured.

BOARD OF GUARDIANS

On Saturday last, at the board room there was a discussion as to who should be appointed Medical Officer to the Stokesley Division.

Three Competitors were proposed.  Mr Strother, the rejected at the late election, was under the patronage of Edmund Turton and Wm Mauleverer Esqrs, and polled six Votes.  Mr Handyside was patronized by Sir Wm Foulis, Baronet, and polled eleven Votes.  Mr Crummey, the third Candidate was minus any aristocratic influence, but was supported by many highly esteemed free-born sons of the soil, whose health had been (more or less) under his medical care, for the last twelve years.  He polled also eleven votes.  Mr Richardson, who was one of the eleven voters for Mr Handyside, being called to the Chair, gave the casting vote for this gentleman.  The business is, we are told, yet undecided.

The whole proceedings would have been given, but our Reporter was refused admittance.

CHURCH APPOINTMENT

It gives us much pleasure to announce that his Grace the Archbishop of York, has been pleased to appoint the Rev Samuel Coates M.A. incumbent of Sowerby, near Thirsk, (and for some time Curate of this Parish), to a Prebendary Stall, or canonry, in York Cathedral.

LANGBAURGH COURT

The Court Baron of Geo Marwood Esq, Chief Bailiff of the Liberty of Langbaurgh, was held at the Court Room, in Stokesley, on Tuesday, the 24th day of October last, before John Page Sowerby Esq, the Steward, and a respectable Jury, when the following cases were heard.

HARKER v CUTHBERT.  Mr Appleton was for the Plaintiff and Mr Collins for the Defendant.

Mr Thomas Harker, the plaintiff is a Surgeon at Hutton, and James Cuthbert, the defendant, was a Farmer, at Crathorne, but has lately gone to reside at Eston, and the action was brought to recover 12s 6d for medicine and medical advice furnished by the plaintiff to the defendant’s child in the spring of 1841.

Before a medical man can recover a Bill it is requisite to shew that he is legally qualified to practice, and for that purpose Wm Barroclough, the Governor of the Edmonton Workhouse in the County of Middlesex, was called upon, and proved plaintiff was in practice as an Apothecary from the month of August, 1815, at which time the Apothecary’s act came into operation.  Verdict for plaintiff, damages 12s 6d.

HEBRON v ROBINSON.  Mr Appleton appeared for the plaintiff and Mr Collins for the defendant.

William Hebron, of Hutton, Cartwright, was the plaintiff, and William Robinson, of the same place, Farmer, the defendant;  the action was brought to recover £1 19s 11d for work done by the plaintiff in the spring of 1837, upon a farm occupied by the Rev R J Barlow.  Verdict for defendant.

SMITH v FRANKLAND.  Mr Appleton for plaintiff and Mr Booth for the defendant.

James Smith, of Skate Beck, Shoemaker, was plaintiff, and David Frankland, Farmer, the defendant.  The action was commenced to recover £1 19s 11d for reaping a field of wheat in the harvest of 1842.  The defendant endeavoured to shew that plaintiff and a person of the name of Hodgson had agreed to be partners in performing the work, and that the money had been tendered to them and taken by the latter.  Verdict for defendant.

BIRTHS

On the 1st ult, the wife of Mr Samuel Toy, of Ingleby Greenhow, of a daughter.

On the 5th ult, the wife of Mr Robert Calvert, Druggist, Stokesley, of a son.

On the 7th ult, the wife of Mr Wm Hutchence, of Kirby, of a daughter.

On the 9th ult, the wife of Mr John Portus, Nail Maker, of Stokesley, of a daughter.

On the 17th ult, the wife of Mr Stephen Wrightson, Joiner, of the same place, of a son.

Same place, the wife of John Page Sowerby Esq, of a daughter.

MARRIAGES

On Wednesday, the 18th ult, at Skelton, by the Rev W Close, Mr Michael Makereth, Surgeon, to Miss Ann Dixon, daughter of Mr Wm Dixon, Merchant, both of Skelton.

On the 12th ult, at Stokesley, Thomas Westley, an eccentric and humorous deaf and dumb man, to Elizabeth Sherwood, of Ayton.

DEATHS

At Hilton, on the 4th ult, aged 12 years, the son of Mr Richard Coates.

At Seamer, on the 10th ult, aged 32, Hannah the wife of Mr Robert Wright.

At Broughton, on the 12th, aged 72, Mr Robert Hare.

At Stokesley, on the same day, Mr John Hepton, aged 71.

At Great Ayton, on the 17th, aged 36, Elizabeth Snowdon.

At Stokesley, on the 18th, aged 74, Mrs Elizabeth Rayner.

Same place, on the 22nd, aged 75, Mr Thos Gill, Blacksmith.

At Broughton, on the 26th, aged 4 years, Elizabeth Whitelock, whose clothes accidently caught fire, and caused her death.
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