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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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CHARITABLE REQUEST

John Jackson, Esq, a native of Lackenby, in Cleveland, who died on the Colony of Essequibo, West Indies, by his Will gave £10 to the poor of his native place.  £10 to the poor of Lazenby, £10 to the poor of Wilton, and £10 to the poor of Eston, to be distributed by his executors as soon as convenient after his decease.  He also gave to the poor of the three villages, Lackenby, Lazenby, and Wilton, for ever, the interest of £500, to be paid by the heir at law of his family.  The £500 is invested on government security, and the dividends are distributed annually by the heir at law, John Jackson, Solicitor, Stokesley.  The two last half-yearly dividends were distributed on the 23rd of last month.

CRICKET

On the 8th of January a match at cricket, for £1 a side, took place between Thos. Wilson and Mr Medd of Bilsdale.  Wilson in the first innings ran 4 notches, and Medd, first innings, 4.  Wilson’s second innings, a wide ball, and Medd’s second innings, 2 and not out.

On Thursday, the 25th at Broughton Bridge, a match for 5s a side took place between Wm Sunley, of Bilsdale, and Jonathan Hart, of Broughton.  Hart’s first  innings, 6 – Sunley, 1 and a wide ball.  Hart, second innings, 1 – Sunley, 2.

ANOTHER CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA

An inquest was held on Saturday, the 6th ult, at the Blacksmith’s Arms, Stainton, before Thomas Coates Esq, deputy coroner for the liberty of Langbaurgh, and a respectable jury.  The deceased, Mary Taylerson, was the wife of Wm Taylerson of Stainton and on the 11th October last received a bite on her right hand from a greyhound dog (in a rabid state) belonging to Mr Mewburn, of Berwick.  The unfortunate woman experienced no painful sensation until Tuesday, the 2nd ult, when she felt herself somewhat indisposed, and became very restless.  From that day she continued to get worse, and, some hours before she expired, was almost unmanageable, until her strength exhausted.  We understand deceased was under medical treatment for two months previous to her death, and is 64 years old.  Verdict “Died of Hydrophobia”.

MIDDLESBRO’

On Friday, the 5th ult, an adjourned inquest was held at the Britannia Inn, in this town, on the body of John Hall, who was killed by an explosion of one of the boilers in the iron works of Messrs Bolckow and Vaughan.  On the previous inquest, the jury refused to give a verdict until further investigation had taken place, as suspicion existed that there had been some negligence on the part of the person who attended to the boiler, and that there were some defects in the boiler itself.  Four engineers were employed to investigate the matter; and considerable evidence adduced which proved, to the satisfaction of the jury, that the occurrence was purely accidental, and a verdict was therefore returned accordingly, with a deodand of £3 on the boiler.

MYSTERIOUS

A young lady, supposed to be insane, lately went from Darlington to Edinburgh, under somewhat mysterious circumstances.  She put up at the Black Lion Hotel, and ordered male attire from a respectable tradesman in the town, of course without giving any intimation that it was for her own use.  It is believed she has escaped from some lunatic asylum in England.

EXTRAORDINARY

A little fellow who has been about Stokesley above two years, went by the name of Dummy, and was always considered deaf and dumb, began on new year’s day to talk.  He now talks as fluently as any person can, and hears also as well.  He gets his living by going about the public houses with a nut basket!  He got married about two or three months ago.  He says he was educated at the Deaf and Dumb Asylum.

APPOINTMENT

The Rev Mr Hayton, curate of Wilton, near Guisbro’, has been appointed Master of the Free Grammar School annexed to the Hospital of Jesus, at the latter place, vacant by the demise of the Rev James Wilcock; and on Thursday, the 4th ult, the rev. gentleman was regularly inducted by Thomas Simpson Esq of Nunthorpe, and J P Sowerby Esq of Stokesley, the wardens of the hospital.

LONGEVITY

There are now eight paupers residing in the Guisbro’ Union, whose united ages exceed 733 years, being an average of 91 years and a half to each individual.  A pauper residing at Westerdale is aged 96 years, and his wife 90 years;  two others, residing at Ormesby and Skelton, are each aged 92 years.  The respective ages of three others, residing at Liverton, Loftus, and Eston, slightly exceed 91 years; and a person of the name of Husband, in this parish of Liverton, is in his 90th year.

MEASLES

Two children have recently died of this illness within the walls of the Guisbro’ workhouse, and several others at present are in a precarious state.

ODD FELLOW’S FUNERAL

On Thursday last, at the manufacturing village of Osmotherley, were interred the remains of Brother Robert Naisby, of the “Blooming Heather Lodge”.  The deceased had been afflicted for upwards of three years.  The officers and brethren met at the lodge-room, and assumed their funeral regalia; after which they walked in procession to the residence of their late brother, whom they bore on their shoulders to his grave.

STAITHES

During the storm of Monday and Tuesday fortnight a quantity of land at Staithes, near to the Cod and Lobster public house, kept by one, Matthew Thrattles, was broken and swallowed by the sea.  Several retreats, or as they are termed by the fishermen, “Smuggler’s Gin Holes”, have been laid bare, and a pitcher or two, and three or four drinking cups found.  It is not many months since two dwelling houses were completely washed away, and several others in as close proximity to the sea are expected to follow in the same track.

BALL

On Monday, the 15th ult, the members of the Independent Brass Band gave their friends a private evening entertainment, to commemorate their anniversary, at the house of Mr Weatherill, the Golden Lion Inn.  Before half past eight o’clock the assembly room was well filled.  The apartment was most tastefully decorated, and the assemblage more numerous than has been witnessed in Stokesley for many years.  The refreshments were excellent, and the whole reflected great credit to Mr and Mrs Weatherill.

STOCKTON-ON-TEES

We understand that it is now definitely arranged that the annual meeting of the Durham County Agricultural Association for this year will be held at Stockton; and, in consequence, the Mayor of that town has given public notice that a meeting of the inhabitants of Stockton, and of the friends of agriculture resident in Stockton Ward and in Cleveland, will take place in the Corporation Hall, on Wednesday next, in order that a committee may be formed, and such measures organised as may be deemed advisable, so that every facility may be afforded to the association and its members on the day of exhibition, and that the greatest possible benefit may be derived from the show being held in this agricultural district.

LITERARY SOCIETY

Since the commencement of this society, though humble and obscure in its origin, the progress of Literature, in the town of Stockton, has made rapid and increasing advancement.  A spirit of mental emulation has been infused into the hearts and minds of the younger portion of its inhabitants – and the love of intellectual pleasures become more general and attractive.  Several clubs for periodicals, mutual improvement societies, and others of similar character, have been formed and carried into operation within the last year – and since the anniversary of the above society, held at the Town Hall, last month, additions have been made to the number.  We sincerely hope this relish for learning will become keener every year, and we have no doubt that, in a few years, with such facilities afforded for their instruction, the town of Stockton will become a little Athens in intellectual refinement.

LONGEST AND SHORTEST DAY

On the morning of the longest day in the past year, many ponds of water, in the eastern part of the kingdom, were covered with ice; on the morning of the shortest day, the thermometer stood at 50, or nearly 24 degrees higher, and primroses were in full blossom in many places.

A SINGULAR CONFLICT BETWEEN A LION AND A DOG

A Gentleman in Northallerton has had for some time in his possession a tame Lion, which has always been considered perfectly harmless.  A few nights since he broke his chain, and, while perambulating the town, came in contact with a ferocious bull mastiff, the property of a late knight of the cleaver.  A battle instantly commenced, when the roaring of the Lion and the howling of the Dog, called forth a large party of all sorts, and, as customary, backers on both sides.  “Well done Lion”, “have at him Simple”, the name of the Dog.  For some time the victory was doubtful; but at length the Dog, by a singular manoeuvre, threw the Lion on his back, and commenced a furious grasp at the poor animal’s throat, and would soon have dispatched him, but he was rescued by the bystanders.  – Yorkshireman

CLEVELAND HUNT BALL

On Friday evening week, the annual ball under the immediate patronage of the members of the Cleveland Hunt, was held at Mrs Sowray’s Hotel, Redcar.  The company, comprising most of the beauty and fashion of Cleveland, began to arrive soon after eight o’clock; dancing commenced at nine, and it was kept up with great spirit till “Chanticleer proclaimed the dawn”.  The arrangements and providence for the numerous company reflected credit on the hostess.  Stephenson’s quadrille band, from Stockton, attended on the occasion.

CLEVELAND CATTLE SHOW

A general meeting of the Agricultural Society, was held at the Towns Hall, Gisbro’ on Thursday the 25 ult to receive report of the general Committee, with the revised Rules of the Society.  The Right Hon. The Earl of Zetland in the chair, present, T Vansittart Esq, Messrs J P Sowerby, H Clarke, G Reade, and others.  Arrangements were made to augment the funds in the Eastern Division, the Rules passed, and an arrangement for a meeting at Stokesley, of which notice will be given in a month or so.  It is now finally arranged that the next Cattle Show, will be held at Stokesley.

PLOUGHING MATCH

The Ploughing Match for the West Division of Langbaurgh, took place on Tuesday, the 23rd – on the farm, occupied by Mr Braithwaite, on the Thirsk road.  The day was propitious, and the competitors numerous.  The winner in the first class, was Jno. Dale, servant to Mr Nightingale, of Hilton.  In the second class, a youth in the employ of Mr Jno. Turnbull.  A first rate dinner was provided, by Mrs Wilstrop, Black Swan Hotel, at which Edmund Turton Esq of Kildale, presided.  There were present Sir Wm Foulis Bart, Lieut. Col. Hildyard, Wm Mauleverer Esq, Capt. Healey, and about 30 gentlemen and Yeomen.  The usual Toasts were given and responded to, but the hilarity was not so general as on former occasions, the parties dividing themselves into groups, or pairs, owing to an arrangement announced, that “every person pay for his own liquors”.

WANTON MISCHIEF

Some idle and disorderly persons, late on Saturday or early on the morning of Sunday, the 25th ult, put down the Bye-wash Cloughs, at the Oil and Flour Mills, at Ayton, and raised the Cloughs at the same mills, threw Gates, Wood and other articles, into the race, which caused the water to overflow and do considerable damage.  Ten pounds reward has been offered for their apprehension, and it is to be hoped that the depredators will be discovered.

AWFUL CIRCUMSTANCE

We have just been informed that the Gamekeeper of the Marquis of Normanby was shot by a Poacher, whilst watching on the grounds near Mulgrave Castle, on Tuesday morning last, about four o’clock.  There were three poachers in company, two of whom have been taken into custody, and the third, from the latest account handed to us, is still at large.

The poor man lived in the greatest agony for 18 hours, when death put a period to his existence.  A coroner’s inquest was held on the body, yesterday, the result of which has not been communicated to us.

BIRTHS

At Stokesley, on the 2nd of January, the wife of J Oxley of a daughter.

At Stokesley, Jan 10th, the wife of Robt. Hardy, labourer, of a son.

At Stokesley, January 11th, the wife of Thomas Appleton, flax-dresser, of a daughter.

At Great Ayton, Jan 13th, the wife of Mr G Breckon, Farmer, of a son.

At Stokesley, on the 10th ult, the wife of Mr John Braithwaite, Farmer, of a daughter.

At Carlton, the wife of Thomas Stott, shoemaker, of a daughter. [no date given]

DEATHS

On the 4th ult, at Kirby, Geo. Belwood, aged 5 months, son of Wm Belwood, Hostler.

On the 12th ult at Hilton, Mary Lowe, aged 49, the wife of Geo. Lowe, Cartwright.

On the same day, at Stokesley, aged 82, Jno. Bussy, Labourer.

On the 16th ult, at Stokesley, aged 31, Alice Kilvington, Dressmaker.

On the 22nd ult, at Broughton, aged 29, James Mavels, Weaver.

On the 23rd ult, at Stokesley, aged 76, Francis Wrightson, Butcher.

On the 24th ult, at Ingleby Greenhow, aged 50, Ann the wife of Mr David Chapman, Farmer.
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