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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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CRICKET

On Monday the 9th ult a game at cricket came off between the members of the Stokesley Junior Tradesman’s Club, and the Printers and Bookbinders connected with Mr Pratt’s Establishment, in a field belonging to Mr James Phillips, which was kindly lent for the occasion.  The abilities of both parties being unknown to the public, expectation was truly on tiptoe as to the result.  The Juniors winning the choice of innings, placed their opponents in first – and now the game began – the Typos were rather unlucky, two or three of their best players being run out without notching, however, notwithstanding, they scored the decent number of 58.  The Juniors then went in, but the superior bowling of their opponents, lowered their “stumps” in rapid style, and they went out after scoring only 31.  The Typos again took the “sticks” in hand, and notched 51.  The Juniors with a little more care managed to add 49 more to their score.  The playing of the Typos upon the whole, was good, beating their opponents easy having 28 to spare – it being fine, the players enjoyed the game very much.

STOCKTON AMATEURS v STOKESLEY AMATEURS

The return match was played on Monday the 19th ult, on the cricket ground at Mandale, near Stockton, belonging to Mr S Langdale.  There was a numerous and elite assemblage of ladies and gentlemen.  The Stokesley amateurs were put in first, and their opponents were thirty three ahead the first innings.  Betting was now in favor of the Stocktonians winning in one innings;  however, after some beautiful and steady batting by Messrs Coates and Fawcett, the Stokesley amateurs were again victorious and won by eleven runs.

ARRIVALS AT REDCAR

Rev and Mrs Metcalf and family, Rev and Mrs Manby and family, Rev Barker and family, Rev and Mrs Whardale and family, Mr and Mrs Hoby and family, Mr Jackson, Mrs Watson, Mr and Mrs Hulton, Mr and Mrs Ferguson, Miss Lee, Miss Addison, Mr and Mrs Dickinson and family, Miss Garbut, Capt Wharton, C J Armistead Esq, Mr and Mrs Walburn, Mr and Miss Bell, Mrs Simmons, Messrs Other, Enony, and Swales, Mr and Mrs H Dresser and family, Mr and Mrs Lapage and family, Mr and Mrs Winn and family, Misses Birbeck, Maude, Walker, Wilson, and Buckle, Messrs Robinson, Holroyd, Milne, Wright, Harrisons, and T Cadman, Mr and Mrs Wilson, Mr and Mrs Peacock, Mr and Mrs Stow and family, Mr and Mrs Dixon, Mr and Mrs Scarth, Mr and Mrs Jowett, Mr and Mrs Harrison, Mr and Mrs Hutchinson, Mr Swann and family, Misses Weatherills, Mr and Mrs Charge, Mr and Mrs Barker, Mr and Mrs Carleton and family, Mrs Brick, Misses S Howgate, Atkinsons, Fenton, Curry, and Odderforth, Messrs Hudson, Hodgson, Lowe, E Buckle, R T Buckle, Horseman, Farrer, and Barker, Mr and Mrs Hutton, Mr Darnborough and family, Mrs Milnes, Mr and Mrs Atkinson and family, Mr Marriner and family, Mrs Rogers and family, 3 Master Zetleys, Mr and Mrs Ingildew, Mr and Mrs Hutchinson, Mr and Mrs Savory, Mr and Mrs E Maude, Mrs Sadler, Ben Sadler Esq, Capt Harrison, Mr and Mrs Oddforth, W D Bruce Esq, Miss Arrabel E Bruce, Mr and Mrs Watson and family.

SUDDEN DEATH

On Saturday the 7th ult, John P Sowerby Esq, coroner, held an inquest at Stokesley on the body of a young woman named Ann Duck, housemaid with Mr Cail of the above place.  From the evidence of the medical witness, it appeared the deceased was subject to an affection of the heart for some time previous, but on the evening preceding her death she was no worse than usual.  Early on Saturday morning she was taken ill, and immediately expired.  Verdict “Visitation of God”.

Bible society meeting

The annual meeting of the Ayton Branch Bible Society, was held in the British School Room, on the evening of Thursday the 19th ult.  The meeting was addressed by the deputation from the Parent Society, Mr G Brown, and other friends, who entered into a series of interesting details relative to the progression of the society.  There was a goodly attendance, and we have no doubt but that they joined heart and hand in the good cause.

DINSDALE – MIDDLETON ONE ROW

“Enjoying large each spring and well

As nature gave them me,

I am, altho’ I say’t mysel,

Worth gann some miles to see.”  -  BURNS

Dinsdale Hotel, lately belonging to, and built for a private residence, by the late Earl of Durham, now bought with the Estate, by the Surtees family of Newcastle-on-Tyne, is a magnificent building, commanding a pleasant prospect of the winding Tees, and a panorama, extending far towards the Cleveland Mountains, as rich and beautiful as the most fastidious eye could wish to gaze upon.  Embosomed in the umbrageous wood, at a little distance, is the Bath room and Wells, hailed with delight by the thirsty invalid, and valued for the luxury of its baths.  The circuitous and charming walks thro’ the sylvan solitude, whilst the prattling river murmurs at its foot, seems

“Fit for lovers, and for lovers only.”

At a distance of little more than a quarter of a mile is Middleton, consisting of but one row of houses, neatly and tastefully built, in the centre of which is the Devonport Hotel, kept by Mr Rowntree, furnished in the best style, where visitors will find every accommodation.  The prospect from the village is very extensive;  seats are placed at short distances from each other for the accommodation of visitors, and many new walks have been recently made, leading from the village to the Baths, which we regret much to see torn up and injured by a herd of swine, the owners allowing them to stray on the common, to the annoyance of the Public, and to their own detriment, inasmuch, as the parties belonging to these grunters, have the audacity to place in their windows, “Lodgings to Let”;  - are freeholders of the place – and ought to know better.  We do beg of them, as friends and patrons of this delightful place, to mind their Bacon.

BIRTHS

On the 8th ult, at Seamer, the wife of Mr John Old, of a son.

On the 10th ult, at Marton, the wife of Mr John Reed, Farmer, of a son.

On the 11th ult, at Ingleby Greenhow, the wife of Mr John Webster, Shoemaker, of a son.

On the 17th ult, at Great Ayton, the wife of Mr J Ridge, Hawker, of a son.

DEATHS

On the 4th ult, at Marton, Mary Ann, daughter of C H Rowe Esq, aged 16.

On the 6th ult, at Faceby, Mr Wm Hugill, Farmer, aged 84.

On the 7th ult, at Stokesley, Ann Duck, Servant, aged 26.

On the 8th ult, at Seamer, Mr Benjamin Milestone, Tailor, aged 19.

On the 11th ult, at Stokesley, Priscilla, daughter of Mr William Ward, Weaver, aged 3 weeks.

On the 21st ult, at Stokesley, Hannah, the wife of Mr James Mann, Butcher, aged 59.

CRICKET

STOKESLEY AMATEUR JUNIORS v SENIORS

A match, between players above the age of 25, and the same number under that age, came off on Thursday, the 26th ult on the practising ground of the club.  The day was remarkably fine, and the different merits of the contending parties caused considerable interest and amusement among the inhabitants of Stokesley.  After a pleasant game, the juniors were victorious, and the following is the scoring.

JUNIORS

First Innings

Second Innings


Swales, b. by Atkinson
24
bowled by Handyside
3

Emerson, b. by Atkinson
12
caught by Thompson
1

Coates jnr, b. by Handyside
0
bowled by Handyside
33

Enony, ct. by Fawcett
8
leg before wicket
3

Brown, ct. by Thompson
0
bowled by Atkinson
2

Johnson, b. by Atkinson
3
bowled by Atkinson
1

Hulton, b. by Handyside
1
bowled by Atkinson
0

Ainsley, ct. by Fawcett
0
bowled by Handyside
3

Hick, ct. by Burgess
4
not out
2

Kenyon, b. by Atkinson
0
bowled by Handyside
0

Phillips jnr, not out
1
bowled by Handyside
3

Byes etc
1
Byes etc
3

Total
54
Total
54

SENIORS

First Innings

Second Innings


Sowerby, run out
1
bowled by Swales
5

Handyside, b. by Swales
1
leg before wicket
9

Fawcett, b. by Swales
1
bowled by Coates jnr
12

Petty, b. by Swales
0
bowled by Swales
0

Coates snr, b. by Coates jnr
1
bowled by Enony
0

Atkinson, b. by Coates jnr
0
bowled by Coates jnr
0

Stephenson, leg before wicket
0
bowled by Swales
3

Burgess, b. by Swales
3
bowled by Swales
0

Thompson, b. by Coates jnr
1
caught by Coates jnr
0

Braithwaite, ct. by Swales
0
bowled by Swales
0

Phillips snr, not out
0
not out
0

Byes etc
6
Byes etc
1

Total
14
Total
30

EPITAPH ON A CRICKETER

I bowl’d, I struck, I caught, I stopp’d –

Sure, life’s a game of cricket;

I block’d with care, with caution popp’d –

Yet Death has hit my wicket.

CLEVELAND AGRICULTURAL SHOW

This Show, which is to take place on Friday the 4th inst, is looked forward to by the inhabitants of Stokesley and the neighbourhood with uncommon interest.  It is expected that several noblemen and gentlemen of high standing will attend, and encourage with their presence, at this the first meeting of the Society in Stokesley, the progression of agricultural improvement.  We understand there are upwards of Two Hundred entries for Stock, and above One Hundred Dinner Tickets are already sold.
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