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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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ESTON – CORONER’S INQUEST

Great suspicion was created in consequence of the sudden death of a female bastard child on Thursday the 3rd ult.  A young woman of the name of Jane Davison was mother of the child, and had recently appeared before the Magistrates for the purpose of affiliation, but from misstatements and insufficient evidence she failed in obtaining an order.  The child was thirteen weeks old and had always been healthy to this time but was seized with illness and died in an hour.  After the burial of the child reports were in circulation as to the cause of death, and the coroner immediately issued his warrant for the disinterment of the body.  An inquest was held at the Stapylton Arms on Monday the 17th ult before J P Sowerby Esq and a respectable jury.  Witnesses were examined and from the evidence of a medical gentleman who analized the contents of the stomach nothing of an injurious or poisonous nature was found, and he was of opinion the child had died from natural causes. – Verdict accordingly.

DREADFUL ACCIDENT

One of the most appalling accidents which has happened in the vale of Cleveland for many years past occurred on Monday the 17th ult at Nunthorpe.  A man of the name of George Fenwick, who was hind to John Richardson Esq, of Langbaurgh, had placed a ladder – under which was standing a fork with the grains uppermost – against a straw mow, after he had ascended the ladder it slipt from under him, and he fell upon the grains of the fork which penetrated below the chin and entered the brain.  The unfortunate sufferer expired in a quarter of an hour.  An inquest was held the same day before Mr Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, coroner, and a verdict of accidental death returned.  Deceased has left a wife and eight children to lament the loss of one of the best of husbands and kindest of fathers.  A Premium was awarded to the deceased last year at the Agricultural meeting held at Stokesley, for his industrious habits and rearing eight children without the aid of parochial relief.  It is to be hoped the charitable inhabitants of this neighbourhood will not forget the fatherless and the widow.

WESLEYAN SUNDAY SCHOOL

Two sermons on behalf of the above Institution were preached on Sunday the 23rd ult, by the Rev W H Robson.  The children were catechised and repeated several portions of scripture and select pieces of poetry, and acquitted themselves in a manner which gave much satisfaction and reflected great credit on the Managers and Teachers of the school.  Miss Hardcastle presided at the organ with her usual ability, who in conjunction with an efficient choir of singers, rendered the devotional services highly interesting and profitable.

MIDDLESBRO’ ORATORIO

A combination of the choral societies at Middlesbro’ and Stockton, gave an Oratorio in the Middlesbro’ church on the evening of Easter Monday, which was respectably attended, Mr Hill of Stockton led the instrumental, and Mr J P Jewson of the same place presided at the organ.  The performances were creditably executed, especially the choruses in which much praise was due to the trebles, who were very effective.  The principle solo singers were Mr G G Atkinson, Miss Railton, Miss Manners, and Miss Simpson, of the Stockton choral society.  We would advise Mr Atkinson when he next sings “He was despised”, to rectify his pronunciation of the final syllables to the three words despised, rejected, and acquainted, which he perhaps unconsciously pronounces in the harsh Northumbrian idiom.  We have noticed this several times before and merely mention it that Mr A may dispense with it for the future.  The solos of Miss Railton, Miss Manners, and Miss Simpson, were well executed and gave every satisfaction.  Altogether the performances were creditable to both the societies.

JOHN JACKSON’S CHARITY

The dividends arising from this charity were lately distributed among the poor of Lackenby, Lazenby, and Wilton, by Mr John Jackson of this place, as directed by the will of the late Mr Jackson.

CONCERT

On Wednesday the 12th ult, Mr Rogerson, professor of Music, gave a concert of vocal and instrumental music, at the Rokeby Hotel, South Stockton.  The concert was well attended and the music gave satisfaction.  After the concert there was a ball which was kept up with great spirit till nearly daybreak.

STOCKTON MECHANICS INSTITUTE

A highly interesting lecture was delivered on Thursday the 13th ult, at this institution, by the Rev. J M Dowell, on “the poetry of Burns”.  The selections from this celebrated poet, were judiciously chosen, and given with great effect, the attendance at the lecture was very numerous, and it was received with great applause, the Reverend lecturer being frequently interrupted in his recitations by the warm and cordial respondings of the feelings of his audience.  At the conclusion Mr H Thorpe in a flattering manner proposed a vote of thanks to the reverend lecturer, which was carried with loud acclamations.  We hope to be enabled to notice some other lectures being given by the Reverend gentleman.

NEWBIGGIN

An inquest was held at the house of Mr John Hoggarth, Farmer, on Friday the 21st ult, on the body of John, the infant son of Samuel Pickering, before Mr Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, Coroner.  The child, who was only three months old, had been placed out to Nurse, in consequence of the continued indisposition of its mother.  The day on which the child was returned to its parents it seemed healthy, with the exception of a slight cough, and during that night slept with its father, who got up in the morning and left deceased in bed;  on returning an hour afterwards for the purpose of having it dressed, the child was found dead.  There were no marks of violence on the body and the jury returned a verdict “Died by the visitation of God”.

BIRTHS

At Broughton, on the 2nd ult, the wife of Mr Thos Blackburn, of a son;

At Stokesley, on the 5th ult, the wife of Mr Matthew Robinson, of a son.

At Great Busby, on the 7th ult, the wife of Mr Wm Trenholm, of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 9th ult, the wife of Mr Robert Robinson, Bookbinder, of a daughter.

At Great Ayton, on the same day, the wife of Mr Robt. Reed, of a daughter.

At Easby, on the 13th ult, the wife of Mr Christopher Porritt, Miller, of a daughter.

At the same place, on the 16th ult, the wife of Mr George Weatherill, Shoemaker, of a son.

At Seamer, on the 22nd ult, the wife of Mr Robert Waller, of a son.

At Tanton, on the 25th of Feb., the wife of Mr Robet Barugh, farmer, of a daughter.

DEATHS

At Great Ayton on the 4th ult, 1 month, J William Hewison.

At Seamer, on the 4th, aged 61, Elizabeth, wife of Rt. Johnson, farmer.

At Broughton, on the 7th, aged 61, Mary Wain.

At Great Ayton, on the 17th, aged 66, John Place, labourer.

At Nunthorpe, on the 18th, aged 50, George Fenwick.

At Stokesley, on the 21st, aged 16, John Blackburn.

At Faceby, on the 26th, aged 75, Thomas Stanger, Cartwright.

At Stokesley, on the 26th, aged 27, Elizabeth Best

At Ingleby Greenhow, on the 26th, aged 81, Mr James Hebron.

TEA-PARTY

On Good Friday the members and friends of the Independent Church in this place, held a tea party in the New Mill, on behalf of the Home Missionary Society.  There were several interesting speeches delivered by the Revs. Harman, Shaw, Robson, Findlay, and others.

NEWTON MULGRAVE

On Saturday the 15th ult, a young man 17 years of age, of the name of Wm Pearson, a farmer’s servant, committed suicide by hanging himself with a plough cord, which he had secreted for several days and affixed to a beam in his mother’s house.  Deceased was left alone, his mother having gone to a neighbour’s house to get some milk, she had not been absent above a quarter of an hour when she returned and found the doors locked, and she alarmed her neighbours.  Three doors were broken open and the fatal scene was presented to view.  The lifeless body of her son being suspended as before described.  The body was cut down but life was extinct.  An inquest was held the Monday following before Mr Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, Coroner.  The unfortunate man had been ill about Christmas last, and it was thought he was affected with water in the brain.  Since that time he has been in a desponding state of mind.  Evidence was produced to prove that he had been temporarily deranged for three months past, a verdict was returned accordingly.

SANDSEND

An old woman of the name of Ann Johnson, of the age of 77 years, and who had been post-woman for many years between Sandsend and Whitby, was found dead in bed on the morning of Tuesday the 18th ult.  She resided with three grandsons, the elder of which on the morning in question, got up and went to work at his daily employment, and the younger remained in the house to perform some domestic work.  He went out to bring some water, and on his return in less than ten minutes afterwards, the poor old creature had expired.  Up to this time she had enjoyed her usual health, but was severely affected with an Asthmatic complaint.  An inquest was held at the house of Mr Knaggs, Innkeeper, Sandsend, before Mr Appleton, Deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, Coroner, and the Jury returned a verdict “Died by the visitation of God”.
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