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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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AYTON TEMPERANCE FESTIVAL

The Anniversay of the Ayton Total Abstinence Society was held on the 21st ult, in the British School, when a large assemblage of persons were regaled for the trifling sum of 6d per head.  Besides the large maps and school boards, which hung in class order around the walls, the rooms were tastefully decorated with evergreens, festoons, and garlands, which had a pleasing effect;  some of which were suspended horizontally across the tables, laureating the cheerful parties who refreshed themselves with the effusion and spices.  The provision was excellent, and served up with marked precision and facility, reflecting much honour on the ladies who presided at the trays.  The musicians, though not the best players we ever heard, added considerably to the felicity of the numerous couples who promenaded in the village, prior to the commencement of the public meeting, which took place about 6 o’clock.

Mr Charles Simmonds, of Gisbrough, in the chair.  On the platform we observd the Rev James Hardman, Messrs W Martin, Marley, Thomas, and others.

We were much disappointed in the speakers, with the exception of Mr Wm Martin, of whom we expected but little and were agreeably surprised with an eloquent address, the spirit of which was humble, and its idiom polished;  a little more energy would have improved the effect:  this, in time, he will be able more fully to command.  The othes were more suitable for the coal and lead mines, than an assembly of even Aytonians.  We rejoice to hear and see reformed drunkards on a platform, but exceedingly long speeches, made up of tales a hundered times told to the same people, are ridiculous, especially when from a rough and tasteless tongue;  nor is it wise, to say the least, for men who have not been announced as speakers to occupy a great deal of time, when the people expect to hear those whose names have appeared in the hand-bills.  The Stranger, Mr Dodd’s substitute, seemed ambitious to speak an hour and a half, which was doubly too long.  His zeal was admirable, but his coarse idioms, gestures and general manner, were an eye and an ear sore, and before he concluded, became very disagreeable.  He may do good in some places, but to meet the different tastes and attainments of the audience at Ayton, we should say that the Rev Mr Hardman ought to have had one hour of the time, whereas he had scarcely time for a remark, perceiving that the audience was restless and anxious to disperse.

Our Ayton friends will, we trust, take a right view of these remarks.  We are not enemies to temperance;  on the contrary, we rejoice that abstinence is spreading, and feel confident that it will continue so to do.  It is destined to effect a great moral revolution in the customs of the nation, yet the means employed for its promotion are not always accordant and effectual.  The vendors of alcoholic liquors may not, always, be men of the best moral character, but how impolitic and unkind in teetotallers to exclaim on a platform, - “We intend to drive the Jerry-lords, or their traffic, out of the land.”

To put down drunkenness is well, and we wish them God speed in their good work, but noisy insolence, and vulgar screaming and hooping are more like coersion to provoke disgust and resistance, than persuasive logic to enlighten, woo, and captivate.

SOUTH STOCKTON

Fatal accident on the Stockton and Darlington Railway.  There was a special train engaged by the Mechanics’ Institute at Bishop Auckland and Shildon, which left the former place early on the morning of Monday, the 21st July last, for Middlesbro’.  When it arrived near to Stockton there were some coal wagons standing on the same line, and before the engineer could stop the engine, (although every effort was used to prevent an accident,) a terrific concussion took place;  the ends of several carriages were broken in, others were thrown off the line, a man of the name of Thos. Oliver was laid on the ground severely injured, and other persons were more or less bruised.  Oliver was conveyed to the Rokeby Hotel, South Stockton, he lingered until the 11th ult, when death terminated his sufferings.  An inquest was held before J P Sowerby Esq, and a respectable jury the following Wednesday, when it seemed that the engineer with the coal train was not aware of the exact time the special train would arrive, and thus the accident occurred.  Verdict, “accidental death”.

REDCAR LIST OF VISITORS

We are glad to see that this delightful watering place continues to be the resort of the éclat of fashion.  Notwithstanding the very unpleasant weather with which we have been visited, Redcar appears to have been favoured with its usual or even increased influx of visitors during the season.  The many and respectable names which stand in the annexed list, augur well for its popularity.

Sir W Pennyman Bart & Lady Pennyman
Mr Pearson & son

Rev S & Mrs Coates
Mr & Mrs Clayton & family

Rev H Clark, Mrs Clark & family
Mr Joan Coates, jnr.

Rev Mr & Mrs Cookson & family
Mr Cadman

Rev Mr & Mrs Powell
Thos Jennett Esq

Mr & Mrs Littledall & family
B Goodman Esq

Mr & Mrs Backhouse
Capt Healey

Mr Dawson
W G Hayter Esq, M.P.

Mr & Mrs Wood & family
Mr & Mrs Farmery & family

Mr and Miss Carter
Mr & Mrs Sherwood & family

Mr Thurlow & son
Mr & Mrs Robson & family

Mr Robson
Mr & Mrs J Swaine

Mr & Miss Dawson
Mr & Mrs Welburn & family

Mr & Mrs Russell & family
Mr & Mrs Lancaster

Mr Hare
Mr & Mrs John Hauxwell

Mrs Strangway
Mr & Mrs Winder & family

Richard Dickson Esq
Mr Metcalf

Capt Rudd
Mr Bland

Edward Bingham Esq
Mr Collins

R A Johnson Esq
Mr Dixon

Miss Rhodes
Mr Scarbro

Miss Jackson
Mr & Mrs Gill & family

Miss Coates
Mr & Mrs Wood & family

Miss Oxendale
Mr G Lancaster

Capt Leech
Mrs Bradshaw

Mr & Mrs Wilson
Mrs W E Swaine

Mr Thompson
Mrs Mathews & family

Mr Watson
Mrs Teasedale

Mr & Mrs Cook & family
Mrs Constantine

Mr & Mrs Durham
Mrs Geldart

Mr & Mrs T Bradley & family
Mrs Ryder

Mr Jennings
Mrs W Middleton & family

Mr Carter
Mrs Pearson

Mr Marley jnr.
Mrs Robinson

Mrs Frankland & family
Mrs Macfarlane

J Walker Ord Esq
Mrs & Miss Biggins

Miss Tuling
Mrs Carlin

Miss Moorley
Mrs Hartley

Miss Lindley
Mrs Priestly

Miss Robertson
Mrs Collier & family

Miss Other
Mrs & Miss Spaite

Miss E Swaine
Mrs Whitehead

Miss Robinson
Mrs & Miss Atkinson

Miss Richleu
Mrs Faint

Miss Constantine
Mrs & Miss Reed

Miss Nicholson
Mrs Scott & family

Miss Atkinson
Mrs Moore

Miss Ruston
Mrs Harland

Miss Wilson
Mrs Ryder

Miss Sadler
Mrs & Mrs Nessey

Miss Lancaster
Mrs & Mrs Thompson

Two Miss Gills
Mrs Hogg

Two Miss Weatherills
Mrs & Mrs Kirk & family

Two Miss Colbecks
Mrs & Mrs R Gill

Mr & Mrs Oastler
Mrs Robinson

Mr & Mrs Pick & family
Mrs Stephenson

Mr & Mrs Pearson
Mrs & Mrs John Tankard

Mrs & Master Bailey
Mrs Dent

Mrs H and Miss Watson
Mrs W E Lancaster

Mrs Mewbourne
Thos Phillips Esq

Mrs Richardson & family
Misses Robinson

J B Pease Esq, Mrs Pease & family
Rev Mr & Mrs Reed & family

Capt Brett 
Rev Mr & Mrs Hill & family

Mrs Brett & family


Master Barnett


CRICKET

On Monday the 25th ult, a cricket match came off between the junior clubs of Stokesley and Middlesbro, in a field belonging to Mr Phillips, at Tanton.  The day was very unfavourable, militating greatly against the pleasures of the game.  The Stokesley youths took the bat first, and after some very good playing scored 48.  The Middlesbro’ youths then went in, but were unable to notch off the superior bowling of Messrs Iveson and Coates, having all their stumps lowered for 18 runs.  The second innings Stokesley run 26, and Middlesbro’ 29;  the Stokesley players thus beating their opponents easy with 27 runs to spare.  The umpires were Messrs T Rudd, and D Halton, the former of whom gave general dissatisfaction by his unfair decisions in favour of Middlesbro’.

ALARMING FIRE

Early on Monday morning the 18th ult, the inhabitants of Helmsley were aroused by the ringing of the alarm bell, in consequence of fire being seen to issue from the roof of a cottage occupied by James Man, in Pottergate, and such were the combustible materials of the roof, that e’er the flames could be completely got under, by the aid of the parish engine, and unremitting exertions of many of the inhabitants, the cottage was entirely dismantled of its covering, which has rendered it quite uninhabitable.  We are glad to learn that the poor man’s furniture was nearly all preserved, with the exception of a little damage done by the extreme necessity of having it extricated from the interior without delay.  The fire had arisen from the soot in the chimney having become ignited the preceding night, and not being completely extinguished, had communicated with the thatch.  It is also worthy of notice that Mr Phillips, who is agent to the Rt Hon Lord Feversham, the owner of the cottage, used every assistance to extinguish the flames, and Mr P has since, at his own expense, handsomely remunerated those who took an active part in the same.

MIDDLESBRO’ - BOY DROWNED

On the 11th ult, a coroner’s inquest was held before J P Sowerby Esq, at the Britannia Inn, on the body of Thomas Redman a boy 15 years old, who was found drowned in the waters of the dock at Middlesbro’.  The dock master observing the unfortunate boy in the water, he immediately procured irons and succeeded in getting him on shore.  Every means were employed to restore animation, but without effect.  A boat and an oar were floating near the deceased, but there was no evidence to shew how he was drowned, and the jury returned a verdict accordingly.

MIDDLESBOROUGH AND REDCAR RAILWAY

On Saturday the 16th ult the first general meeting of the proprietors of this line, which is to run along the banks of the Tees, was held at Redcar;  Mr G H Wilkinson presiding;  when the report stated that the whole of the shares were taken up at the time of issue, and the deposits thereon of £5 10s per cent, have been duly paid.  Early efforts had been made on the part of the directors and their advisers, in prosecuting their application to Parliament, to adopt conciliatory measures with landowners and others, having an interest in the district, being desirous to remove every just complaint, without compromising the interests of the company;  and the board expected shortly to be in a position to complete the negotiations for the purchase of the lands required for the undertaking.  Considering that the time would be very limited in which the works are to be finished, the directors had resolved to give the shareholders the option of paying the whole, or any part of their subscriptions in advance of calls, allowing interest at 5 per cent per annum on the amounts so paid;  and several of them had intimated their intention of availing themselves of this resolution, so that the necessity of making calls in the ordinary quick succession will be avoided.  The formation of the line would be commenced as soon as the necessary arrangements will admit of that being done.  Advertisements to contractors had been issued, and tenders were to be laid before the board on the 2nd of September.  It is stipulated for the line to be ready for traffic in the early part of the ensuing summer season.  The directors had appointed George Hutton Wilkinson Esq, of Harperly Park, chairman, and Joseph Pease jnr, Esq, of Southend, Darlington, vice-chairman.  Resolutions were passed, voting £250 to the directors;  appointing Messrs Mewburn, Hutchinson, and Mewburn solicitors;  Messrs F Gibson and Kitchen, auditors;  and Mr Harris, of Darlington, engineer.  A commemorative dinner was given by the directors.

STOKESLEY – SUDDEN DEATH

Mrs Ann Turner, 64 years of age, went to the Methodist chapel on the morning of Sunday the 17th ult, she was in her usual health and eat her dinner.  She prepared to go to chapel in the afternoon, but was suddenly seized with illness and trembled very much;  she remained in this state till 6 o’clock the same evening, when she expired.  An inquest was held the following day, the jury’s verdict was “died by the visitation of God”.

YARM – DROWNED

On the night of Monday the 18th ult, several boys and girls were playing on Johnson’s Quay.  A boy named James Brugess, 8 years old, amused himself by turning round to make himself dizzy, he staggered and fell headlong into the river.  The other children went to deceased’s father and gave the alarm.  A considerable time elapsed before the little sufferer was taken from the water, when he was conveyed home lifeless.  An Inquest was held in the town hall before J P Sowerby Esq, and the jury returned a verdict of “accidental death”.

BIRTHS

At Hilton, on the 5th ult, the wife of Mr Anthony Jackson, Miller of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 8th ult, the wife of Mr William Kitching, Hatter, of a daughter.

At Ingleby Greenhow, on the 8th ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Smith, Labourer, of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 12th ult, the wife of Mr John Allison, Druggist, of a son.

MARRIAGES

On Thursday the 14th ult, at Arncliffe Church, by the Rev J W Steele, Mr John Thompson, Farmer, Carlton, to Jane, only daughter of Mr Thomas Duck, of Ingleby Cross.

At Danby, near Castleton, Yorkshire, on the 31st ult, Mr James Dobson, of Nassau Street, London, to Miss Ann P Calvert of Stokesley, youngest daughter of the late Mr George Calvert.

DEATHS

At Kirby, on the 1st ult, Mary Rewcastle, aged 30.

At Carlton, on the 6th ult, William Richardson, aged 8 years.

At Seamer, on the 8th ultimo, Mr Thomas Waller, Blacksmith, aged 77 years.

At Ayton, on the 13th ult, Ann Bradley, aged 1.

At Stokesley, on the 14th ult, Ellen Trenholm, aged 50 years.

At Stokesley, on the 17th ult, Ann Turner, aged 64.
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