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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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DEATH AND INTERMENT OF SIR WILLIAM FOULIS, BART.

It has already been announced in many of the public journals that Sir Wm. Foulis’s decease took place at his residence in London, whither he had gone to take the advice of his physician, a few days previous, on the 7th ult, aged 55 years.  His remains were conveyed by railway, on Wednesday, the 19th, leaving Euston square station at 6 o’clock in the morning, to York, remaining there under guard during the night.  On the following morning the body was conveyed to Ingleby Manor, the residence of the Foulis family, and there lay in state until the 22nd.  Saturday morning being arranged for the entombment, early on that day not only the village of Ingleby, but the town of Stokesley assumed the garb of mourning, nearly the whole of the shops being partially closed, and mercantile men and others, in deep black, were wending their way to the house of mourning, regardless of business for the time, although it was market day.  It was a brilliant morning, and the sun, gilding the mountain tops, seemed to exhibit the melancholy cavalcade, as ever and anon its beams glanced on the nodding plumes, whilst the procession moved slowly along through the stately and splendid avenue of oaks and pines, leading from the ancestral hall to the village church.  The funeral took place at 11 o’clcok, the order of procession as follows.

The Tenantry, seventy in number.

The Servants.

A Plume of Feathers.

The 4 Mutes.

The Hearse, drawn by 4 Black Horses.

1st Mourning Coach, drawn by 4 black horses,

conveying the Executors.

2nd Mourning Coach, drawn by 4 black horses.

The Carriage of the Deceased, drawn by 4 black horses.

The Carriage of Mrs Livesey, of Kildale.

The Carriage of Edmund Turton, Esq.

The Carriage of Lieutenant Colonel Hildyard.

The Carriage of the Rev. J F Newton.

The Carriage of Thomas Hustler, Esq.,

followed by a numerous company (probably 200) tradesmen, and persons resident in the district, anxious to show a last mark of respect for the deceased Baronet, who will long live in the hearts of his tenantry and neighbours.

The coffin was covered with fine black cloth, ornamented with richly gilt handles, on which were figures of cherubims.  On the head of the coffin was a rich device of an Urn, surmounted by a weeping-willow, and on the breast-plate, engraved on brass, the Family Arms;  underneath; - Sir Wm. Foulis, Baronet, Died November the 7th, 1845, aged 55 years. – The funeral service was impressively read by the Rev. W Metcalfe, at which time the Church was filled to excess.

The body was then lowered into the family vault, situate in the Chancel of the Church, where lay many of its Ancestors, from Sir David Foulis, down to the now-deceased Baronet.   “Sic transit Gloria mundi.”

LEALHOLM BRIDGE – AWFULLY SUDDEN DEATH

On the 3rd ult. an inquest was held at Greenhouses, before Mr Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, on the body of Elizabeth, the wife of John Weighill, Farmer. – Deceased on the Friday night left her dwelling, and was not absent many minutes, before she was discovered laid against the stack-yard wall in a state of insensibility, and expired immediately.  Mrs Weighill was 64 years of age, and had enjoyed good health up to her decease.  There were no marks of violence on her person, and the jury’s verdict was ‘died by the visitation of God’.

SOUTH STOCKTON – FOUND DROWNED

About five or six weeks ago, a Brig called the “Return of Sunderland” arrived at the port of Stockton.  A man named Robert Sandford was a sailor in that vessel, and was in the habit of drinking excessively.  On the afternoon of the 2nd of October last, deceased went on board in a state of intoxication, he remained a few hours and again went on shore.  At this time Skaitches were placed at the side of the vessel for the purpose of getting on shore, but afterwards were taken away.  Between 10 and 11 the same night deceased returned, and no doubt accidentally walked into the river, expecting the hatches were still attached to the vessel.  An assistant Tide-waiter was on board, and heard the unfortunate man cry for assistance several times.  Search was immediately made, but the poor man had sunk.  The body was found on the 14th ult, in a very decomposd and offensive condition.  An inquest was held the following morning, before Mr J Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, coroner, and the jury’s verdict was “Found drowned”.  Deceased has left a widow and three children residing at Milford in Wales, to mourn his sad fate.

BROTTON – DEATH BY BURNING
Mr J Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, coroner, held an inquest on the 21st ult, on the body of Francis, the infant son of Wm Cockerdale, labourer.  On the previous day Cockerdale and his wife were out engaged in agricultural employment.  Deceased and another child were in the care of a brother and sister, each under 10 years of age.  During the afternoon an adjoining neighbour was alarmed with the cries of the children, and hastened to the spot.  On entering the house, he found the little sufferer in agonies, with all clothes burnt off.  The child only survived a few hours when death terminated its sufferings.  Verdict ‘accidental death.’

THE HIRINGS AT STOKESLEY

The Hirings at Stokesley and the neighbouring towns were well attended.  Servants’ wages were much the same as last year.  It may amuse some of our readers to see an extract from an Act called the “Statute of Labourers”, 24th Edward III, 1351, fixing the price of labour etc.  It provides “that no carter, ploughman, or day (dairy maid) or other servant, shall take in the time of sareling (weeding), or haymaking, but a penny the day, and mowers of meadows for the acre fivepence, or by the day fivepence, and reapers of corn in the first week of August, twopence, and the second week, threepence, and so till the end of August, and less in the country, where less was wont to be given without meat, drink, or other courtesy;  and that all workmen bring openly in their hands to the market-towns their instruments, and these shall be hired in a common place and not privately.  And that no servant go out of the town where he dwelleth in the winter, to serve in the summer, if he can get service in the same town, taking as before is said, saving that the people of the counties of Stafford, Lancaster, and Derby, and people of Craven, and of the marshes of Wales and Scotland, and other places may come in time of August, and labour in other counties, and safely return, as they were wont to do before this time.”

STOKESLEY WESLEYAN CHAPEL

The three Sermons were preached in this Chapel, on Sunday the 22nd ult, one by Mr Robson, and two by Mr F Griffiths, of Stockton.  The Chapel on each occasion was well attended, and the collections for the chapel fund were, we believe, very good.

BIRTHS

At Marton, on the 2nd ult, the wife of Mr Joseph Parrington, Land Agent, of a son.

At Carlton, on the 4th ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Skelton, Labourer, of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 6th ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Ward, of a son.

At Newby, on the 8th ult, the wife of Mr Robert Addison, Labourer, of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the same day, the wife of Mr Thos Richardson, Weaver, of a daughter.

At Marton, on the same day, the wife of Mr Isaac Bradwell, Labourer, of a son.

At Stokesley, on the 9th ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Sowler, Schoolmaster, of a son.

At Stokesley, on the 10th ult, the wife of Mr John Wrightson, shoemaker, of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 10th ult, the wife of Mr Henry Sayer, Grocer, of a son.

At Hemlington, on the 12th ult, the wife of Mr George Ward, Farmer, of a son.

At Broughton, on the 16th ult, the wife of Mr Matthew Harrison, labourer, of a daughter.

Same day, at Great Ayton, the wife of Mr Robert Wood, labourer, of a son.

At Marton, on the 20th ult, the wife of Mr Thos Bowes, labourer, of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 21st ult, the wife of Mr Stephen Wrightson, of a daughter.

At Easby, on the 24th ult, the wife of Mr Joshua Mello, farmer, of a daughter.

DEATHS

At Great Ayton, on the 2nd ult, Jane Porter, aged 79.

At Easby on the 18th, Wm, son of Mr Joseph Garbutt, farmer, aged 6 weeks.

At Kildale, on the 19th, Mr Joseph Hugill, farmer, aged 76.

At Stokesley, on the 21st, Jane Hall, aged 74.

Same day at Hutton Rudby, at the advanced age of 91 years, Mr Michael Chapman, farmer, deeply and deservedly respected.  The deceased was for many years a tenant of the late Sir Wm Foulis, Bart, prior to which he held an important office in the Baronet’s household.  He survived his late master only 14 days.

At Sexhow, on the 23rd, Mr John Duck, farmer, much respected.

Same day, at Stokesley, Mr John Marshall, aged 37.
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