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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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THE NEW POOR LAW

To the Editor of the Stokesley Repertory

Sir,

Much as the attention of the public has been, at different times, directed to the baneful tendency of the Poor Law Amendment Act, - and frequently as its administration has merited the unqualified censure of the upright and the humane – on no occasion has the arbitrary and coercive working of the New Law appeared so unjust and unconstitutional as in the recent proceedings of the Stokesley Board of Guardians, in reference to the appointment of a medical Officer – and certainly if anything is calculated to strengthen the prejudice which the poor entertain against the New Poor Law – and augment the justifiable opposition to it which so many conscientious and philanthropic individuals have ever shown, it is such acts of intolerant and overbearing despotism as have disgraced the late meetings of the Stokesley Board of Guardians – “owing to the resignation of a medical Officer,” – who could not retain the office but to his personal disadvantage, and under circumstances involving a direct violation of the contract previously entered into between the Poor Law Commissioners and himself – the Board advertised for a substitute – two Candidates came forward – one, the rejected of past contests – the other supported by an overwhelming majority of the Guardians.  The nomination took place, twenty one Guardians voting for the latter – whilst only seven – yes, Sir – strange as it may appear – only seven, and two of them ex-officio or irresponsible Guardians voted for the “rejected one” – and why? – because he had previously been in the service of the Union – but owing to general dissatisfaction and discontent, had sacrificed the confidence of the Guardians, the poor in more than one township of the Union having positively refused to avail themselves of his services  - and, consequently, rendered abortive the provisions of the Poor Law Act itself.

I would ask, how, in the face of such disinterested and irresistible evidence – the chairman of the Stokesley Board dare attempt to foist his nominee upon the Union, how so openly oppose the wishes of the majority of the Guardians – by his private and interested opinions – how have the assurance to advance the slightest opposition to the determination of such a respectable body of men, and be it remembered, that the Guardians are chosen by the rate-payers, and are not only deputed to watch over their pecuniary interests – but also intrusted with the protection and well-being of the poor – and are, consequently, as conscientiously bound to adopt such measures as shall insure the comforts of the poor – as they are responsible to mankind for their private integrity of character, and in the selection of a medical attendant are expected to exercise the same scrupulous impartiality towards the interests of the poor as in every other department of their important trust – and no wonder that they should exhibit signs of indignation and resentment when an attempt is made to violate their just prerogatives and set their opinions at defiance – and to their honour be it recorded, that uninfluenced by the threats of a Dogberry, and the special arguments of an assistant Poor Law Commissioner, they valiantly stood forward in vindication of the rights and interests of the Poor – boldly asserted their determination to exercise their privileges – as independent and upright men – and by their decision on Saturday last – virtually proclaimed to their chairman – “be careful how ye tamper with the rights of true-born English men,” – but, Sir, the time is gone by – when an individual can expect to tyranize over twenty-nine conscientious and independent English Yeoman.  No, Sir, Othello’s occupation is well nigh gone – the Farmers of Cleveland have become too enlightened, too conscious of their independence to submit to the trammels of ignominious despotism – the Yeomanry of our vale have shaken off the bonds of slavery – they are no longer the tools of “faction,” or the hirelings of “party” – they fearlessly assert their rights and vindicate their opinions.

On this occasion the Poor Law Guardians of the Stokesley Union have testified to the world their determination to protect the Poor.  They have boldly stood forward in their defence – and well do they deserve the respect and confidence of every well-wisher of mankind; and the affectionate regard of every pauper in the Union, and as the recent endeavour to compel them to elect the nominee of a party is looked upon as a flagrant violation of the rights of the poor – an unconstitutional attempt at coercion – a direct subversion of the intentions of the “Poor Law Amendment Act” itself – and a wanton insult to the wishes and determination of the majority of the Guardians, they will faithfully abide by their resolution, and stand firm to their principles – and may their chairman take timely warning, and learn to respect the opinions of those who stand in the responsible situation of protectors of the poor;  otherwise he may find himself in the unenviable situation of the “lady’s favourite,” who, between two evils, chose the one most bearable.




I am, Sir, Very respectfully yours,





A Poor Law Guardian

November, 29th, 1843

POLICE INTELLIGENCE

November 11th
Present Edmund Turton and Wm. Mauleverer, Esquires.  Upon the complaint of Robert Metcalf, of Newton, against Hannah Moudy, of Newton, for having on the 23rd October last, destroyed the grass growing in a field in the parish of Newton, the property of Thomas Spence, Esq.  Ordered to pay a fine of one penny and the costs.

November 25th
Upon hearing the complaint of Mary Ann Jackson, of Stokesley, against Robert Harker, of the same place, for having on the 6th inst. discharged a loaded cannon at her in the town street of Stokesley aforesaid.  Ordered to pay a fine of £3 and £2 costs, and in default thereof, to be committed to the house of correction at Northallerton, for two months.

GUY FAWKES

The fifth of November falling on a Sunday this year, the celebration of it was postponed to the following evening.  We never recollect such a noise of Pistols and Crackers, on any previous year.  An unfortunate and apparently wilful accident, occurred to a servant girl of Mr John Braithwaite’s, by a boy firing off a sort of cannon in her face.  The poor girl was awfully disfigured, but we have since heard that she is recovering.  The boy was severly fined.  (See Police Report)

HYDROPHOBIA

For some time past the most alarming excitement has prevailed in this district, in consequence of a Greyhound in a rabid state, belonging to Mr Mewburn, of Berwick-on-Tees, having bitten several persons, and also many dogs, in Stokesley and the neighbourhood.  A child, the daughter of Mr William Snowden, shoemaker, had its face lacerated by it;  the wound healed in a day or two, but hydrophobia was the consequence, and after the most excruciating sufferings, she expired.  During the subsequent week, a number of dogs were destroyed, and hand bills were issued by the Magistrates, ordering all dogs to be muzzled or confined.  The excitement has not yet subsided, and it is to be feared that further bad effects may accrue from this melancholy circumstance, as another child, at Seamer, is dangerously ill.

THE HIRINGS

The Hirings for Servants prior to the Martinmas term, at Stokesley and the neighbouring towns were well attended, but very few engagements took place, and those at lower wages.

REGISTER OF VOTERS

The Printing of the List of Voters for the North Riding of the County of York, was completed last Saturday, according to Act of Parliament, at the Repertory Office, Stokesley.  The book is printed in royal quarto, in a tabular form, and contains 333 pages of letterpress; of which 200 copies have been struck off, one of which handsomely bound in morocco and gilt, has been presented to the High Sheriff of York.  The whole has been completed in the short space of six weeks.

STATIONERY MAGISTRATES

It is rather a curious coincidence, that the Chief Magistrates of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Perth, are all Stationers by profession.

CLEVELAND CATTLE SHOW

In our last we gave a list of subscribers to the Cleveland Show, since which, at a meeting recently held at Guisbrough, it was arranged, that in future the meetings would be held alternately at Stokesley and Guisbrough.

BIRTHS

On the 19th ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Pickering, of a daughter.

On the 20th ult, the wife of Mr John Jackson, Farmer, Easby, of a son.

At Stokesley, on the 29th ult, the wife of Mr Wm Kitching, Sheriff’s Officer and Auctioneer, of a daughter.

MARRIAGES

At Cold Kirby, on the 31st October, Mr Jabez Cole, of Edinbro’, to Miss Kendrew, of the former place.

On the 5th ult. at the Parish Church of Stainton, by the Rev. Wm Gooch, Mr Thomas Davison, of Stockton on Tees, Tea Dealer, to Miss Mary Ann Parnaby of the former place.

At Ingleby Greenhow, on the 14th ult, Mr Wetherill, of Easby, to Miss Rickatson, of Battersby.

On the 21st Mr John Turnbull, Farmer, to Miss Phillips of Tanton, near Stokesley.

DEATHS

At Stokesley, on the 11th ult, aged 87, Mary, the wife of Mr John Walker, Shoemaker.

On Friday, the 17th ult, aged 77 years, Mr Wm Peacock of Ormesby, for 50 years, a confidential clerk to the Messrs Heseltons of Ayton and Cleveland Port, deeply and deservedly lamented by all who knew him.

At Stokesley, aged 6 years, Mary Ann, the daughter of Mr Wm Snowdon, Shoemaker.

At Little Broughton, aged 8 years, Joseph, the son of Mr Reuben Leng, Farmer.

At Stokesley, on the 21st aged 71, Mrs Storey, widow of the late Mr George Storey, of Northallerton, Innkeeper.

HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY

“MEN, BRETHREN, AND FATHERS, HEARKEN”

The Public are respectfully informed that on Wednesday, the 13th of December, 1843, the Rev. John Ely of Leeds, will (D.V.) preach Two Anniversary Sermons in behalf of the above society:  in the Independent Chapel, Ayton, Service to commence at Two o’clock in the Afternoon;  and in the Bethel Independent Chapel, Stokesley, Service to commence at Half-past Six in the Evening.

A Collection will be made after each Sermon in aid of the Society’s Funds.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN

That I will not be answerable for, or pay, any debt or debts whatever, which my wife, Elizabeth Oxendale, may contract after this Notice.

As Witness my hand this 27th Day of November, 1843.

JOHN OXENDALE
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