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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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NOVEL BINDING

A few days ago, a young lad, a nephew of Mr Jennett’s, bookseller, Stockton, killed a fine rat, which he skinned, and having cured the skin, he took it to Mr J’s binder and got Johnson’s Rasselas bound in it, the skin having the fur on the outside.  The book looks well – and no one could take it to be that of a rat – and the fur appears beautiful and glossy as the finest sable.  Perhaps this is the first instance of a book being bound in a rat’s skin.

SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE POOR

During the last three months the inhabitants of Stokesley have made very liberal contributions, which have been applied in purchasing coals for the poor, which have been distributed to the most needy.  Capt. Martin of the above place, with his accustomed generosity, has also bestowed several waggon loads of coal.

MARSKE – FOUND DROWNED

On Thursday, the 7th ult, an inquest was held before Mr Thomas Coates, deputy coroner, on the body of a man unknown, who was found upon the beach of the German ocean, in the above parish.  The jury’s verdict was, “Found drowned”.  On the previous week an inquest was held on another man who washed up near the same place.  A few days ago, part of the wreck of a foreign vessel came on shore, which it is supposed had foundered during the late storm, and probably the two unfortunate sufferers had been part of her crew, as the bodies were in a fresh state.  There were no marks on their linen which could lead to their identity.  They both appeared to be about twenty years old.

THE WONDERS OF COMPOUND INTEREST, OR THE PRODUCE OF ONE PENNY
Suppose one penny to be put to compound interest, from the birth of our Saviour to the year 1844, at 3 per cent per annum, it would amount  (in round numbers) to 1955 trillions of pounds;  a sum which is equal to a sheet of gold of one mile in thickness, and extending over a surface of 224,000 square miles.  At 4 per cent, it would amount to a sum that would be equal to 45 globes of solid gold, each the size of this earth.  At 5 per cent, it would amount to the astounding sum of 4 sextillions 930 thousand of quinquillions of pounds, a sum which requires 37 places of figures to express it.  The diameter of the earth’s orbit, formed by its annual revolution round the sun, is reckoned at 190 millions of miles, yet the above sum would be equal to a table of gold extending over that immense plain, and about 20,000 miles in thickness.  Taking the sun’s diameter at one million of miles, it would be equal to about 1080 suns, or about 2100 millions of earths of solid gold.  C.W., Stokesley.

MIDDLESBRO’ – SHIP BURNT

On Monday, the 18th ult, the Hibernia, of Dover, whilst lying in Middlesbro’ Dock, from some cause or other fell over on her broadside, and immediately took fire;  the flames spread rapidly, and in a short time nothing but a portion of her hull remained.  The master and crew were assisted out of the vessel by the preventive officers, who happened to be on duty near the place.  A subscription has been set on foot for the poor fellows, who have lost all their clothes, bedding, and other articles.

ROYAL CLEMENCY

An address to Her Majesty, praying for a remission of the sentence of Lowther, now laying under sentence of death, in York Castle, has this week been signed by several of the inhabitants of Whitby.

GUISBRO’ – PLOUGHING MATCH

We are glad to find a spirit of emulation existing among the servants in husbandry, of the division of Langbaurgh East, in the Cleveland district, with regard to the plough.  Frequent trials of skill in this branch of agriculture, must undoubtedly benefit both master and servant.  Prizes awarded to successful competitors, accompanied by flattering testimonials from persons competent of judging, must, no doubt, act as a powerful stimulant, and be consequently instrumental in procuring more advantageous engagements.  A match of this description was held on a farm at Pinchingthorpe, on Monday last occupied by Mr Leng.  Mr R Hymas, of Marton, and Mr W Watson of Waupley, acted as judges.  Three competitors were in the field, viz:  Wm Easton, servant with Mr R Dixon of Skelton, farmer;  Thos Lawson jun. Son of T Lawson, of Lockwood Beck, innkeeper, and Luke Cunning, servant with Mr Lofthouse, of Marton, farmer.  Easton was declared the successful rival, and claimed £7 10s as the amount of the respective shares.

THE CLEVELAND FLORAL AND HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

A number of influential gentlemen residing at Guisbro’ and in the vicinity, have for a short time past been actively engaged in endeavouring to form a society of this description.  The Countess of Zetland has consented to become patroness, and the subscription list is regularly progressing.  The amount already received is somewhere about £11 or £12, but this, of course, is a trifling proportion of what may be expected.  The first meeting of the society was held at the Town Hall, Guisbro’ on Thursday the 7th ult;  a managing committee was formed, and the Rev. Henry Clarke, appointed chairman, and Geo. Reade, John Robinson, and C Oxley Esqrs vice-chairmen; Messrs Thompson and Cross were installed as Secretaries, and Mr Duck as treasurer.

PLOUGHING MATCH AT KIRKLEATHAM

This match took place on Monday, the 4th ult, on a farm at Kirkleatham, occupied by Thomas King Esq.  The ploughing was so extremely good, that the judges, Messrs Appleton, Phillips, and Beardshaw, found it a task of no ordinary difficulty to decide on the merits of the several competitors;  and indeed they expressed their opinion that the ploughing at the eastern division of Langbarugh was superior to that of the western division.  The several prizes were awarded to the satisfaction of the competitors.  At five o’clock the company sat down to a most sumptious dinner, at the Cock Inn, Guisbro’.  The following gentlemen were present:-  Squire Wharton of Skelton Castle;  H Clarke, George Reade, John B Rudd, John Peirson, Wm Hart Esqs, and Captain Wharton.  After ample justice was done to the good cheer, the usual loyal toasts were proposed and drunk amidst enthusiastic cheers.  The great toast of the evening, “Henry Vansittart Esq of Kirkleatham Hall” was received with three times three and another.  In the course of the evening, the chairman and vice-chairman, and several other gentlemen present, made a number of appropriate speeches.  The conviviality of the meeting continued till a late hour.

At the Ploughing day, on the 25th ult on the Farm, at Kirby, lately in the occupation of W Hindson, a Sweepstake took place amongst the Ploughboys, which was admirably contested, and came off as follows 

1st

Richard Carter, servant to Mr Thos Blackburn, Greenhow

2nd

Wm Garbutt, son of Mr John Garbutt, Greenhow

3rd

R Wright, servant to Mr Biggins, Greenhow

BIRTHS

On the 13th ult at Great Broughton, the wife of Joseph Shepherd, Farmer of a daughter.

On the same day, at the same place, the wife of Thos Carter, Joiner, of a daughter.

On the 10th ult at Faceby, the wife of G Dodsworth, Farmer of a son.

On the 18th ult at Great Ayton, the wife of Wm Augustus Loy of a daughter.

On the 20th ult at Great Broughton, the wife of J Whitelock, Shoemaker, of a daughter.

MARRIAGES

On the 31st of February, at Ardoyne, Robert Chaloner, Esq. of Guisbrough, and Collatin Park, county of Wicklow, to Laura Mary, daughter of Sir Thomas Butler, Baronet, of Ballin Temple, county of Carlow.

On Thursday, the 14th ult at Stokesley, by the Rev Baldwin Wake, Curate, Charles Norleigh Hulton, Esq, third son of Wm Hulton Esq of Hulton Park, Lancashire, to Miss Mary Ann, second daughter of the late Ralph Watson Esq, of the former place.

DEATHS

On the 1st ult at Stokesley, aged 64, John Leng, Cartwright.

On the 2nd ult at same place, aged 93, Ann Moon.

On the same day, at Battersby, aged 6 days, Ann Usher, daughter of Wm Usher, labourer.

On the 15th ult at Kirby, aged 76, Mary Herring.

On the 18th ult at Ingleby Greenhow, aged 92, Ann Bennison.

On the 17th ult at Stokesley, aged 61, John Hordon, gardener.

On the 23rd ult at the same place, aged 84, John Emerson.

On the 27th ult at Nuntborpe, aged 74, Thos Carter, gardener.
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