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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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FAIRIES

A short time ago much curiosity was excited amongst the fairer portion of the inhabitants of Stockton by a truly ludicrous circumstance.  It appears that the owner of a garden at the South end of that place on examining the state of its cultivation one morning, found a diminutive doll’s foot, with which he impressed the surfaces of many of his flower-beds in such a manner as to preclude all possibility of the footsteps being taken for those of anything human.  This done, he managed to concoct or obtain something in the shape of what he considered “Fairies’ Butter,” which was to be a principal feature in his arrangements.  After all was prepared he left the garden, and divulged to two or three of his fair acquaintance a wonderful discovery he had made – that a tribe of fairies had been “tripping it” overnight on his flower-beds, and left the prints of their Lilliputian footsteps, - unlike those who

“Dance on the sands, and yet no footing seen,”

and a considerable quantity of fresh butter, to “prate of their whereabouts”.  The ladies on hearing this, hastened to the garden, and beheld the undeniable evidences of a levee having been held by Titania and Oberon.  As much butter was discovered as might well have served for half-a-dozen plates of brown bread toast, but was left untouched for fear of incurring the displeasure of honest Puck and his companions.  The bait was now taken by the females, and they came daily from many parts as eager as gudgeons to the worm, and the existence of these Rosicrucians was incontestibly proved by the old adage of “seeing’s believing”.  We had the audacity to express our disbelief in the company of a few who had witnessed the proofs of this singular visit, and suffered ourselves to be taken by a “fairy tempter” to the midnight rendezvous; but left it, we are sorry to say, for the sake of our fair conductor, with feelings less of wonder than possessed Mr Robinson Crusoe on his discovering the mysterious print of a human foot – the only fairies, according to our philosophy (which we believe is the philosophy of Punch), being those of real flesh and blood like herself.

LEASES

Would it not be a much wiser plan for landlords instead of tying down their tenants as to the rotation of crops, etc, to fix what amount of stock should be kept upon the farm, in thriving condition?  If a farm was kept stocked with a proper number of horses, cows, sheep, and pigs – all well kept – and no straw or manure sold off, a farm must improve.  It would be easy to have a fixed fine, as is now the case if the terms of a lease are broken, for non-fulfilment of the agreement as to stock.

DARLINGTON RACES

The Inhabitants of Darlington are getting up a race meeting, to be held during the present year, and we hope their exertions will be crowned with success.  The races will be held early in August, of which due notice will be given, as well as the particulars of the several stakes.  A Course has been selected adjacent to the town, the funds are adequate, and there is every prospect of a brilliant meeting.

S T O K E S L E Y  R A C E S

Stewards:- G Petty & H Hick, Esqrs

Mr Wm Braithwaite
)

Mr J B Tweddell

) Committee of Management

Mr John Appleton
)

MONDAY, THE 3rd of JUNE 1844.  The Cleveland Hunter’s Stake.

Of 2 sovereigns each, with 15 sovereigns added, for horses which have never won £100 at any one time, and that have been regularly hunted this season, open to all England. – Four years old, 9st 9lb. – Five years old, 10st 7lb. – Six years old and aged, 11st 7lb.  Thorough bred horses 7lb extra.  Second horse to have his stake.  Twice round the course to each heat.  Gentlemen riders.  Three to enter and start, or no race.  Certificates of qualification to be produced at the time of entry, from the master of the Hunt.

ON THE SAME DAY, A Silver Cup, Value 15 Sovereigns
By horses of all ages, who never won £50 in plate or stake, before the day of naming.  Three years old, 6st 10lb. – Four, 7st 7lb. – Five, 8st 2lb. – Six, 8st 10lb. – Aged 9st.  To pay 1 sovereign entrance.  Three to enter and start, or no race.  Twice round the course to each heat.

ON TUESDAY, THE 4th of JUNE, 1844, The Cleveland Stakes
Of three sovereigns each, p.p. with 20 sovereigns added, for horses that never won £100, at any one time.  Three years old, 7st 4lb. – Four, 8st 5lb. – Five, 9st. – Six, and aged, 9st 7lb.  Mares and Geldings allowed 3lbs. The winner of a £50 to carry 5lbs extra.  The second horse to have his stake.  Twice round the course to one heat.  Four to enter and start or no race.

ON THE SAME DAY, The Tradesman’s Stake
Of 10 sovereigns, by horses of all ages, that never won £50, at any one time, matches and sweepstakes excepted.  Three years old, 6st 10lb. – Four, 7st 7lb. – Five, 8st 2lb. – Six, 8st 10lb. – Aged, 9st.  The winning horses of any of the above stakes to carry 7lb extra weight.  Twice round the course to one heat.  To pay 1 sovereign entrance.  Three to enter and start or no race.

The horses for the above stakes to be entered at or before 11 o’clock in the forenoon of Monday the 3rd of June, 1844, at the Black Swan Inn, Stokesley;  and none will be allowed to enter after that time.

A distance each day, Bridles and Saddles included in all weights, and no allowance for waste.  All disputes to be determined by the Stewards, or whom they may appoint, and their decision to be final.  Certificates and qualifications to be produced at the time of entry.





L Barker, Clerk of the Course

The Races will positively commence at 2 o’clock each day.

BIRTHS

At Stokesley, on the 16th ult, the wife of Mr Chandler of a son.

At Easby, on the 20th ult, the wife of Mr Joshua Mello of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 19th ult, the wife of Mr James Bartram of a son.

At same place, same day, the wife of Mr J Brignall of a son.

MARRIAGES

On Sunday the 12th ult., at Rudby Church, by the Rev R F Barlow, Mr Wm Wood of Hutton, to Mrs Jane Bulmer, of the same place.

On Tuesday the 14th ult, at the old Church, Stockton, by the Rev Mr Newby, Mr Henry Thompson, Chemist, of Middlesbro’, to Mrs Farrow, of the former place.

On Thursday the 16th ult, at the Parish Church Stokesley, by the Rev. Charles Cator, M.A., the Rev. R K Pearson, Vicar of Edstone, to Miss Mary Grenside, of Stokesley.

On the same day, at the Friends’ Meeting House, Stoke-Newington, near London, Mr Isaac Brown, of Great Ayton to Miss Priscilla Brown, of Stamford Hill.

On the 21st ult, at Ingleby Greenhow, Mr Henry Chapman of Hutton Rudby, to Mary, only daughter of Mr John Garbutt, of the former place.

DEATHS

At Faceby, on the 13th ult. John Liefe Esq., aged 70.

At the same place, on the 19th ult. Mr Wm Hunton, aged 79.

At Stokesley, on the 21st ult, Mr R Kilvington, aged 72.

At the same place on the 23rd ult. Miss Grenside, aged 89.

At Great Ayton, on the 26th ult, Miss Elizabeth Dunning, of the Society of Friends, aged 64.

MESMERISM

On Monday the 13th ult, and the following evening, Mr Spencer T Hall, delivered two lectures on the evidences of phreno-mesmerism, to numerous and respectable audiences.  On both occasions manifestations were given by his patients which were calculated to stagger the greatest sceptics in this wonderful science.  Many who went prejudiced and almost determined to withstand every argument, left the lecture room, if not fully convinced, at least with a belief in the existence of the mesmeric influence of the lecturer over his patients.  We were pleased with the manner and delivery of Mr Hall.  He is free from the pedantic arrogance and self-importance too common to men of science – pure in his sentiments, and seemingly correct in his views, testing them by the never failing laws of nature, and drawing his inferences and conclusions from her incontrovertible truths.  Mr Hall stated he was an enthusiast in the cause of mesmerism – let him still continue to be so – as enthusiasm is the achiever of great objects.

At the close of the last lecture Mr Hall expressed a probability of his residing at the village of Ayton, we have not since heard what his intentions are, but we are confident if such should be the case, the inhabitants of this land of “hill and dale” will regard it as an important era in the history of Cleveland.
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