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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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COUNTY REGISTRATION

20th June, Overseers publish their notice, directing persons to send in their county claims.  20th July is the last day on which a valid claim can be made;  which should be sent to the overseer of the parish where the qualification is situate.  31st July, the list of claimants is to be made out by the overseers.  1st August, the list of voters is to be published.  25th August, the objections may be made on or before this day.  29th August, the lists are to be delivered by the overseer to the clerk of the peace.  1st September, the list of persons objected to, to be published.  Between the 15th September and 31st October, the registration courts are to be held.

STOCKTON, “THERE’S MANY A SLIP ‘TWEEN THE CUP AND THE LIP”

One day last week, a servant in a gentleman’s family, in Stockton, having roasted a tolerably good-sized piece of beef for dinner, and having taken it from the spit to prepare for the table, was obliged to answer the bell.  She therefore ran upstairs, where her master and mistress were impatiently waiting dinner, to ascertain what was wanted.  When she came down, however, what was her surprise to see the beef had disappeared, some one having entered the kitchen during her absence, and actually walked off with it, so cleverly that no clue was left to lead to the discovery of the dexterous purloiner.  The disappointment of the family, in being thus unexpectedly deprived of a hot dinner in the good old English style, may be better imagined than described.

AYTON TEA PARTY

This annual treat for the inhabitants of Cleveland took place on the 13th ult in the North of England Agricultural School Room, when nearly eight hundred persons sat down to tea.  After partaking of

“The cup that cheers but not inebriates.”

The party adjourned to the green, where they were addressed by several able speakers, on the importance of total abstinence.  The day was exceedingly fine – and the arrangements of the committee gave general satisfaction.

A CAPITAL THRASHING MACHINE

OF FOUR HORSE POWER, FOR SALE AT HUTTON RUDBY

Apply to Mr JAMES DOBBIN

GUISBOROUGH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY’S SHOW

The first meeting of this association, recently organised for the encouragement and improvement of garden cultivation, was held in the Town Hall, Gisborough, on Thursday the 13th ult.  Those who are desirous that the love and knowledge of flowers should be cultivated as a delightful and innocent recreation, and that improved cottage economy should be encouraged as useful and beneficial to the poor, will hail the establishment of this society as an important and gratifying epoch in the horticultural and floricultural history of Cleveland.  Whatever connects the human mind with the charms of nature, and unites it in sympathy with the sweetest and purest of God’s works; whatever relieves the heart from dull, sordid, and mercenary pursuits, and impresses it with fresher feelings and more elevated aspirations, confers a lasting benefit on our common nature, and increases the state of human enjoyment.  Indeed the love of flowers is inherent to all minds of refinement and sensibility;  the earliest picture of the world presents us with a sight of Eve, the fair flower in Paradise, “herself a fairer flower”, and it will continue an engrossing, and enthusiastic passion among the beautiful and good of her daughters, to the end of time.  Such pursuits refine and purify the mind, improve the health, afford an agreeable and harmless delight, refresh and invigorate the spirits, harmonize and enliven the feelings, and even to the sick, invalid, and aged, supply a fund of pleasant associations, which will beguile many a languid hour, contributing beyond any other employment to the attainment of the chief human desideratum, the “sana mens in sano corpore”.  It was thus with feelings of peculiar pleasure that we heard of the establishment of this excellent society, which by equally encouraging the cultivation of gardens among the labouring classes, and granting premiums as well for superiority of cottage management as for the productions of the hot house and conservatory, combines the utile et dulce, and ensures increasing prosperity for its funds, and the support and encouragement of the more enlightened portion of the community.  On visiting the exhibition we were gratified to observe the splendid variety of plants of every description, the blooming ericas – the magnificent fuschias, cacti, and calceoralias – the beautiful stock, roses, pansies, and geraniums, with a rich assortment of hot-house plants, bouquets neatly arranged, and elegant contributions from private individuals, mingled with numerous more useful specimens, such as rhubarb, cucumbers, asparagus, new potatoes, etc etc.  Mr Duncan, gardener to Sir William Pennyman, Bart., had a splendid sample of Bokhara clover, which elicited much admiration from the agricultural visitors, and his purple laburnums, fuschias, and especially a fine specimen of the passion-flower, obtained warm praise from the ladies.  The Rev. C Cator’s cactus, and the Rev. H Clarke’s collection of pansies were also deservedly admired, as well as the seedling pansy, wall-flower, and geranium, belonging to Mr Unthank, master of the Union Workhouse, whose well arranged and beautiful garden, attached to the institution, is quite a model of its kind.  A list of the prizes has been given in other papers.

BIRTHS

At Great Ayton, on the 6th ult, the wife of Mr Wm Calvert, of a daughter.

Same place, on the 1st, the wife of Mr John Bradley of a daughter.

At Marton, on the 8th, the wife of Mr James Bambrough, of a son.

At Stokesley, on the 9th, the wife of Mr Thomas Stephenson, Shoemaker, of a son.

Same place, on the 12th, the wife of Mr William Passman, of a son.

Same place, on the 14th, the wife of the Rev. James Hardman, Independent Minister, of a son.

At Seamer, on the 15th, the wife of Mr Robert Mothersdale, of a daughter.

At Marton, on the 20th the wife of Mr Handiside of a son.

MARRIAGE

At All Saints, Pavement, York, by the Rev C J Camidge, John Tindall Esq of Heworth Place, to Rebecca Salome, only daughter of Thomas Harker Esq, Surgeon, of Hutton Rudby.

DEATHS

At Easby, on the 9th ult, aged 36, Mary, the wife of Mr Thos. Ramshaw.

At Hilton, on the 10th, aged 83, Mrs Eliz. Wilson.

At Stokesley, on the 13th, aged 39, Mr William Waller.

Same place, on the 19th, aged 32, Mrs Harriet Watson.

At Great Ayton, on the 22nd, aged 74, Mr Thomas Rigg.

At Great Busby, on the 26th, Elizabeth the wife of Mr John Hammond, Farmer, aged 89.
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