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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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CRICKET.  STOKESLEY JUVENILE v AYTON

These Clubs played their first game on Monday the 19th in a field near to Bense Bridge, belonging to Mr John Wilstrop.  Messrs Wm Harrison and Prince Stockdale stood as umpires, and gave every satisfaction to the players.  After the game both parties repaired to the Black Swan Inn, and partook of a splendid dinner, provided by the worthy host and hostess, and we can confidently assert that there was not a batsman in the room but “played a good tick” at the fare.  The following is the score :-

STOKESLEY

First Innings

Second Innings


Leng, etc. by Dodsworth
13
bowled by Fell
2

Thompson, b. by Shaw
7
bowled by Dodsworth
3

Coates, ct. by Smith
7
caught by Dodsworth
0

Hewson, b. by Shaw
2
bowled by Fell
8

Sawkill, ct by Shaw
4
caught by Dodsworth
3

Fiddler, ct. by Jackson
10
bowled by Fell
12

Iveson, ct. by Hobson
3
bowled by Dodsworth
0

Allan, b. by Shaw
13
run out
2

Hodgson, ct. by Lightfoot
0
not out
0

Unthank, not out
12
bowled by Dodsworth
1

Rountree, b. by Shaw
3
caught by Dodsworth
1

Byes, etc
8
Byes, etc
3

Total
82
Total
35

AYTON

First Innings

Second Innings


Smith, run out
0
run out
0

Peart, ct. by Sawkill
9
run out
2

Jackson, ct. by Allan
3
caught by Leng
7

Watson, b. by Fidler
1
not out
0

Fell, b. by Fidler
0
bowled by Fidler
0

Dodsworth, ct. by Thompson
4
stumped by Fidler
0

Siddle, ct. by Leng
4
bowled by Iveson
14

Lightfoot, b. by Fidler
1
run out
0

Pearson, st. by Fidler
7
bowled by Iveson
6

Shaw, b. by Fidler
2
caught by Fidler
0

Hobson, not out
2
bowled by Fidler
4

Byes, etc
6
Byes, etc
5

Total
39
Total
38

STOKESLEY AMATEUR v STOCKTON AMATEUR

This match came off on the Stokesley Cricket ground, on Monday last.  The day was extremely fine, and the company present to witness the game was numerous and respectable, including many of the fair sex, who gave an additional gaiety to the scene.  The umpires were Mr Wm Ingledew, of Stainton, and Mr Wm Harrison, of Stokesley, both of whom are fully qualified for the office.  We cannot but notice the superior playing of Mr J W Coates, and the Rev. Mr Maister;  the bowling of both was excellent, and the batting of the former such as is seldom acquired by one so young.  The game was played with great good humour and gentlemanly behaviour; the winners not exulting too much in their triumph, and the losers bearing their defeat with a good grace.  The following is the statement.

STOCKTON

First Innings

Second Innings


Maister, b. by J W Coates
6
bowled by J W Coates
12

Airton, b. by J W Coates
0
run out
7

Langdale, b. by J W Coates
0
caught by Stephenson
4

Smith, b. by Handyside
0
bowled by J W Coates
2

Skinner, run out
7
bowled by J W Coates
2

Richardson, ct. by Swales
3
caught by Atkinson
1

Stubbin, b. by J W Coates
3
caught by Handyside
0

G Dixon, b.by J W Coates
0
bowled by Handyside
0

H Dixon, ct. by Emerson
0
not out
1

Gray, ct. by T Coates
0
caught by Handyside
0

Thompson, not out
2
caught by J W Coates
0

Byes, etc
4
Byes, etc
10

Total
25
Total
39

STOKESLEY

First Innings




Handyside, ct. by Smith
7
not out
2

Jackson, b. by Maister
4



Swales, ct. by Smith
3



Fawcett, b. by Langdale
2



J W Coates, b. by Maister
15
not out
4

Atkinson, ct. by Smith
9



Enony, st. by Airton
3



Emerson, ct. by Dixon
2



T Coates, b. by Langdale
0



Burgess, b. by Maister
2



Stephenson, not out
0



Byes, etc
14



Total
61

6

After the game, the whole of the party adjourned to the Black Swan Inn, where they partook of a splendid dinner, which reflected great credit on Mr and Mrs Wilstrop.  Several of the most influential gentlemen of the town joined the Cricketers, and the evening was spent in the greatest good feeling and hilarity.  We understand the return match will be played at Stockton on Monday the 9th of September.

STOKESLEY JUVENILE v AYTON

The return match of these clubs took place on Tuesday last, at Ayton.  After a well contested game the Stokesleyans were victorious.  The players scored as follows:-

STOKESLEY

First Innings

Second Innings


Leng, ct. by Smith
1
run out

6

Hodgson, b. by Dodsworth
3
leg before wicket
0

Thompson, b. by Fell
6
run out
3

Coates, b. by Hobson
27
bowled by Fell
1

Sawkill, b. by Fell
1
bowled by Fell
16

Fidler, b. by Dodsworth
5
caught by Siddle
0

Hewson, b. by Fell
4
caught by Watson
0

Unthank, b. by Hobson
0
bowled by Fell
4

Wilkinson, b. by Hobson
2
leg before wicket
2

Iveson, ct. by Shaw
0
not out
2

Rowntree, not out
6
not out
10

Byes, etc
9
Byes, etc
5

Total
64
Total
49

AYTON

First Innings

Second Innings


Siddle, ct. by Iveson
15
bowled by Iveson
4

Dodsworth, b. by Fiddler
0
stumped by Fiddler
15

T Peart, b. by Fiddler
2
bowled by Fiddler
0

J Jackson, b. by Iveson
0
bowled by Iveson
6

Smith, b. by Fiddler
4
caught by Unthank
2

Lightfoot, b. by Fiddler
3
bowled by Iveson
12

Fell, b. by Fiddler
0
bowled by Fiddler
2

Pearson, b. by Iveson
4
bowled by Fiddler
3

Hobson, not out
1
caught by Leng
0

Watson, b. by Iveson
0
not out
0

Shaw, ct. by Thompson
3
bowled by Iveson
14

Byes, etc
10
Byes, etc
8

Total
42
Total
66

TEMPERANCE
The friends of Temperance, in Middlesbro’ desirous to promulgate the true principles and evidences on which total abstinence is based, engaged Dr Lees of Leeds, to deliver a course of lectures, whose convincing style of speaking gained him the applause of his numerous hearers.  After Dr Lees had left Middlesbro’, Dr Grindrod of Manchester, author of “Bacchus”, “The Slaves of the Needle”, etc. delivered a series of physiological lectures, on the evenings of Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 7th, 8th, and 9th, ult., illustrated with upwards of sixty large and splendid drawings, who clearly proved that no one, whilst in a state of health, could take with impunity even the smallest quantity of intoxicating liquors.

CLEVELAND AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

At the next Cattle Show, to be holden at Stokesley, on Friday, the 4th day of October, 1844, the following Premiums will be offered for Poultry.

PRESIDENT, SIR WILLIAM FOULIS, BART.


s

For the best pair of Barn-door Fowls, male and female
10

For the second best pair of ditto
5

For the best pair of young ditto
5

For the best pair of Bantams ditto
10

For the second best pair of ditto
5

For the best pair of Ducks, male and female
10

For the second best pair of ditto
5

For the best pair of young ditto
5

For the best pair of Turkeys, male and female
10

For the best Young Turkey
5

For the best pair of Guinea Fowls, male and female
10

For the second best pair of ditto
5

For the best pair of Geese, male and female
10

For the best young Goose
5

For the best pair of Pigeons, male and female
5

For the second best pair of ditto
2s 6d

When there are not more than two entries in any class, the Premium for the second will be withheld.

Ladies subscribing to the amount of 1s. will be admitted to the show ground, gratis.

All entries to be made to the Secretary, not later than 10 o’clock on the day of the show, and the Poultry and Pigeons to be on the ground not later than 11.

Subscriptions received at the Darlington District and National Provincial Banks, Stokesley and Guisbro’, and by






THOMAS COATES,







Secretary and Treasurer

Stokesley, August 28th, 1844.

TEMPERANCE

On the evenings of Thursday and Friday the 1st and 2nd ult. the inhabitants of Ayton were favored with a visit from that celebrated temperance advocate, Dr F R Lees, author of “The Strong Drink Question”, the “Illustrated History of Alcohol”, “Tirosh lo Yayin”, etc who delivered two lectures in the British School Room, on the physiological effects of alcohol on the human frame – the learned Dr illustrated his subject with a number of appropriate drawings, which conveyed, even to the most illiterate, a correct idea of the injurious effects of alcohol on the healthy human system.  Dr Lees endeavoured to treat the subject so that all might understand, and we doubt not but that the information embodied in the two lectures, would have a beneficial effect upon the numerous and highly respectable audiences who listened to him.  On Monday the 19th ult, Mr Thomas Whittaker, of London, delivered a very interesting lecture in the same Room, Mr Geo. Dixon in the chair.  The company was numerous, and appeared very much pleased with the manner and discourse of the speaker.

ARRIVALS AT REDCAR

This fashionable watering place still retains its character.  A great increase of visitors has been made lately.  The Inns are all full, and most of the lodgings occupied. The following is the latest list of arrivals -

Sir Wm Pennyman, Bart. and Lady Pennyman, Miss Pennyman, Rev Mr and Mrs Lister, Rev E B Warren, Rev Spence, Rev Mr and Mrs Middleton and family, Rev Mr Graves, Rev Mr and Mrs Lyddle and family, Rev H E Collinson, Rev W Lyddle, Miss Malim, Miss Fowler, St George Esq., Mr and Mrs Ortchiff and family, Messrs Jackson, Pearson, and Ruddy, Mrs Williamson and Child, Mr and Mrs Batty and family, Misses Greatheads, W Rogers Esq, Messrs Stubbs, and Thos Stubbs, Misses Cowbecks, Mr and Mrs Ward, Mrs Gill and family, Mrs Lamb and family, Mrs Calvert, Mrs Reed, Mrs Booth and family, Mr and Mrs Maram, Mr and Mrs Calvert and family, Mr Wright, Miss Nicholson, Mr and Mrs Blackburn, Miss Hours, Miss Jordison, Mrs Stobart, Mrs Foster, Mr and Mrs Stow and family, Mr and Mrs Wells and family, Mr and Mrs Moreton and family, J S Walker, Esq, and Mrs Walker and family, Mr and Mrs Middleton and family, Mr and Mrs Weatherburn, Mr W Cadman, Mr and Mrs Wilson, Mr and Mrs Man and family, Mrs Fowle, Wm Fowle Esq, Mr Roper, Mr and Mrs Rowland, Mr W Pick, Mr and Mrs Shepherd, Mrs Wilson and family, Mr and Mrs Barr and family, Messrs Williams and Oats, Miss Oats, Miss Mason, Rev Mason, Messrs Wood, Smith, Heselton, Johnson, and Barve, Miss Pullan, Miss Wood, Messrs Phampony, Smith, Rudd, and Medcalf, Miss Medcalfe, Mrs Biggins, Mrs Saddler, Mrs Fent, Mrs Geo Nicholson, Miss Fawcitt, Miss Nicholson, Mrs and Mrs Stainton, Mr and Mrs Charlesworth, Mrs Hartley and family, Mrs Young and family, Mrs H Dresser and family, Mr and Mrs Robinson, Miss Robinson, Mr Rippon, Mrs Elmirst, Misses Elmirst, Miss Hoggart, R M Darnell Esq and Mrs Darnell and family, Mrs Darnell, Messrs Pick, Lupton, and Mrs Lupton and family, and Jennings, W T Collier, B Wood, and J Land Esqrs., Mrs Hare and family, Mrs Ingildew, Messrs Saddler, and Dibb, and Mrs Dibb and family, Col Finch and Mrs Finch, Miss Shepherd, Miss Bergis, Mr and Mrs Shepherd, Mr and Mrs Price, Capt Bennington, Messrs T Barnett, and Swaine.

MARRIAGES

On Thursday, the 22nd ult, at Hutton Rudby, by the Rev Ralph Grenside, Mr Benjamin William Harker, Linen Draper, and Silk Mercer, of High Ousegate, York, to Ellen, the youngest daughter of Mrs Milbourn, of Hutton Rudby

Marriage in High Life.  On Satuday the 17th ult, by special license, at Burneston, the parish church of New House, near Bedale, the seat of her Grace the Duchess Dowager of Cleveland, the Rt Hnble, the Earl of Mulgrave, to Miss Laura Russell, the neice of her Grace.  On the day previous to the marriage, the different branches of the two families assembled at Newton House, where they were entertained in splendid style, and the following sat down to dinner with her Grace and the bride and bridegroom – viz, his Grace the Duke of Cleveland, the Marquis and Marchioness of Normanby, the Hon. and Rev. Augustus Phipps and Lady Mary; Mr Milbank, Lady Augusta, and their son, Mr Henry, the Hon. Col. Arden and Lady Arabella, Captain Russell, R.N. and his lady, Mr and Mrs Coore, the Hons. Col. and Edmund Phipps, the Hon. Adolphus Liddell, Miss Taylor, and Mr Wharton.  The marriage ceremony was performed by the Hon. and Rev. Augustus Phipps, and the bridesmaids were Miss Millbank and Miss Anderson.  The whole party having returned to Newton House, partook of a most sumptuous dejeuner, after which the happy couple set out for Mulgrave Castle.
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BIRTHS

On the 30th of July, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr Wm Smith, Farmer, of a daughter.

On the 17th ult, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr Wm Ward, Weaver, of a son and daughter.

On the 20th ult, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr Robt. Smith, Cartwright, of a son.

DEATHS

On the 1st ult, at Carlton, Elizabeth, the wife of Mr John Wilson, aged 26.

On the 7th ult, at Stokesley, Alice Blackburn aged 82.

On the 8th ult, at Great Ayton, Maria, the daughter of Mr Jos. Kirby, aged 5.

On the 13th ult, at the same place, Mary, the wife of Mr Levi Goulton, Farmer, aged 71.

On the same day, at Hilton, Mr Richard Watson, Gentleman, aged 57.

On the 14th ult, at Great Ayton, Mr Jas. Maston, aged 56.

On the 16th ult, at Stokesley, Miss J Best, aged 46.

On the 24th ult, at Great Ayton, Alice Pearson, aged 79.
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