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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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ENIGMA ANSWERED

Ye Cleveland youths, let all beware,

The Glass to some has proved a snare.

It ruins health, your purse, the soul –

So pray don’t drink the flowing bowl;

But go and court the bright-eyed Lass,

And then your time will sweetly pass;

But don’t be, as poor Richard says,

The stupid Ass who often brays.

Stokesley







Jackson Tweddle

MIDDLESBRO’ AND REDCAR RAILWAY

We are enabled to state on the best authority, that the long-talked of Railway from Middlesborough to the favourite bathing place of Redcar, will now certainly be formed, and the line will probably be open within 12 months, from the present time.  The Director of the great North of England, in conjunction with the Directors of the Stockton and Darlington, have entered into a joint guarantee of five per cent on the Capital required for the construction of the Railway between Middlesborough and Redcar.  The amount of Capital required is about £36000, and the term of the guarantee is for 20 years.  The advantages of this branch to Redcar, forming a continuation with the great lines which have termini at Stockton and Middlesborough must prove of immense advantage to Redcar, and when to these are added a probability of Government forming a safety harbour at Redcar, in accordance with the recommendations in the Queen’s Speech, there seems little doubt that this fashionable resort will now reach an unexampled height of prosperity and popularity.  The return will chiefly be in coals, lime, and passengers, and it is reported that an attempt will be made to carry it through to Marske and Saltburn.  Ere long it is to be hoped that the important towns of Stokesley, and Gisborough, will be connected with the other lines, so as to command the Wheat, Alum, and sandstone of Cleveland.

RAILWAY TO STOKESLEY

Information has just reached us, that it is the intention of the Proprietors of the projected Railway from Leeds to Thirsk, to run a trunk line to Stokesley; and thence to Redcar.  Should this scheme be carried out, of which there seems to be little doubt, the business of Stokesley will be increased to an incalculable extent, forming as it must the central place between Redcar and Thirsk.

HUTTON MULGRAVE

A coroner’s inquest was held on Monday, the 3rd ult, before Mr James Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, on the body of Thomas Adamson, five years old.  The father and mother are both agricultural labourers, and were out at work when the fatal accident occurred.  The deceased and a younger sister where left in the house, under the care of an elder sister, only seven years old.  The boy had been playing about, and stirring up, the fire, when, it is supposed, his slip had ignited.  A female, resident in a cottage house adjoining being alarmed at the cries of the children, was in immediate attendance, and extinguished the flames, but not before his clothes were burnt off.  A surgeon attended him, but he only survived a few hours.  Verdict – accidently burnt to death.

ACKLAM

A coroner’s inquest was held on Saturday, the 8th ult, before J P Sowerby Esq, on the body of Sarah Cook, 70 years of age.  Deceased came to her death under the following circumstances.  On Thursday the 6th ult, a pan full of coal tar was placed on the fire, and soon afterwards ran over, the deceased took hold of the pan and let it fall, the tar being then in a blaze, she was completely enveloped in flames, and from the severity of the burn expired the following day.  Verdict – accidental death.

YARM

Great excitement was occasioned in this place on Saturday, the 15th ult, from a report having been circulated that a lad, about 10 years old, of the name of George Smelt, was drowned in a pond belonging to Thomas Meynell Esq, and which unfortunately proved too true.  It appears that the deceased, in company with another lad named Smith, had gone to slide on the pond, when the ice gave way and deceased was immersed in the water.  Smith got hold of deceased’s hand and used his best efforts to pull him out, but was unsuccessful.  He immediately gave the alarm, the pond was dragged and the body found.  Jno P Sowerby Esq held an inquest on the body the Monday following, and a verdict of “accidently drowned” was returned.

SOUTH STOCKTON

On Wednesday, the 19th ult, an inquest was held at the Rokeby Hotel, before J P Sowerby Esq, and a respectable jury, on the body of John Smith, a man of about 40 years of age.  On the preceding day, the deceased was riding in the luggage carriage of the Stockton and Darlington Railway Company, which was proceeding from Middlesbro’ to Darlington, when within 100 yards of the Rokeby Hotel, the Engineman felt a concussion, and on looking round, saw the deceased laid on the rails, quite dead.  None of the other passengers could tell how the fatal accident had occurred, as they had their backs to him.  Verdict – accidental death.

SEASONABLE

The inhabitants of this town have entered into a Subscription to buy Coals for their poorer neighbours, which have been, during the late inclement weather, plentifully supplied to the needy and indigent.  It is said that some persons have availed themselves of this charity, who were in a position to be subscribers rather than receivers.

HELMSLEY

A fat pig, the property of a Cottager, at Helmsley, was slaughtered on the 18th ult, having been subsequently measured with care by Mr P Donaldson, on the principle laid down by Mr Stephen Coulson, of Coatham in his Slide Rule and Treatise.  When the animal was weighed the measurement and weight were found to correspond exactly.  The measurement and calculation of weight was made in the presence of Mr Jas Donaldson of Ayton, Mr Crusher and Mr Sigsworth of Helmsley, and Mr Braithwaite the publisher of “Coulson’s Slide Rule and Treatise”, who happened to be at Helmsley at the time, and affords one proof more to those already given of the intrinsic value of this book and rule.

TEMPERANCE

On the evening of Thursday, the 27th ult, a meeting was held in the Independent Chapel, Stokesley, the object of which was to promote the principles of Temperance.  Two interesting Lectures were delivered by the Rev J Hardman, and Mr Thomas, of Middlesbrough.  We are glad to see ministers come forward to advocate the moral as well as the spiritual elevation of the people.  The audience was not numerous, owing probably to the short time which elapsed between the notice being given and the time of meeting.

NEW COMMISSIONER

Sir Nicolas Conyingham Tindal Knight, Lord Chief Justice of Her Majesty’s Court of Common Pleas, has appointed G Petty Esq of Stokesley, Solicitor, to be one of the perpetual Commissioners for taking the acknowledgement of Deeds, to be executed by married women under the act passed for the abolition of fines and recoveries, in and for the North Riding of the County of York.

APOTHECARY

Amongst the names of gentlemen who received the Certificate of the Apothecaries Company of London, on the 20th ult, we perceive that of L F Crummey Esq, Surgeon, of this town.

APRICOT TREE

The remarkable tree at Seamer, belonging to Mr Robert Waller, which bore such an abundance of fruit last season, is now in full blossom.

BIRTHS

At Great Ayton, on the 30th of January, the wife of Mr Wm Jackson, Weaver, of a son.

At Nunthorpe, on the same day, the wife of Mr Richard Dunn, of a daughter.

At Faceby, on the 3rd ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Davison, of a daughter.

At Ayton, on the 4th, the wife of Mr Ralph Benton, of a daughter.

At Broughton, on the 9th, the wife of Mr William Cole, of a daughter.

At Hemlington, on the 15th, the wife of Mr T Robson, of a son.

At Broughton, on the 16th, the wife of Mr Thos Peart, of a son.

At Seamer, on the 18th, the wife of Mr William Hutchinson, of a daughter.

At Ayton, on the 23rd, the wife of Mr Geo. Pearson, of a son.

MARRIAGE

On Thursday week, at the Friends’ Meeting House, Selby, Mr John Richardson, of Langbaurgh, to Miss Hannah Procter, of the former place.

DEATHS

At Stokesley, on the 6th ult, after an illness of but a few days, aged 54, Mr John Phillips, Land Agent, much lamented by a wide circle of acquaintenace, to whom he was endeared by his openness of heart, his sociable disposition, and sound professional judgement.

At Hemlington, on the 18th, aged 68, Mr Timothy Kirby, Inn-keeper.

NORTHALLERTON HORSE FAIR

This noted fair commenced during the week terminating on the 14th ult.  There was a larger attendance of respectable dealers from the principal towns in England and Scotland, than usual, also many gentlemen from France, Germany, Russia, etc.  The demand for first-rate coaching horses, and nags, was good, and such were sold at very great prices.  Hunters were not so much in request, and were rather duller sale Middling horses, although many changed masters – and some at fair prices – yet, on the whole, for such, it was a dull fair; while for inferior tits, of which there was a superabundance, there was little or no demand.
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