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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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THE CROW AND THE GARTERS

A young lady of our acquaintenance was lately on a visit at the primitive village of Appleton-Wiske, in Cleveland, and to wile away the tediousness of a country evening, she had recourse to the easy fashionable, and at the same time useful art of knitting.  One evening, when the quiet, and almost melancholy stillness of a summer’s twilight pervaded the rural village, she was following this half-industrious half-idle occupation alone, when a country bumpkin, as is natural in such places, walked unceremoniously in, and caught her using her pretty fingers in the construction of a pair of GARTERS!  After several inquiries and broad grins from the unsophisticated young gentleman, as to what she was making, and a few don’t-you-wish-I-may-tell-you glances from the eloquent eyes of the rather sophisticated young lady, hobnails departed, not, however, before he heard the lady remark that “she must wash her garters that night, and hang them in the garden”.  The garters were accordingly placed on a low berry bush by the delicate hands of our fair friend, and left there during the night – but when the time came for them to be taken in, the precious girdles were not to be found.  Inquiries were made, opinions and surmises advanced, and at last suspicion fixed her mischievous optics on the lady’s visitor of the previous evening.  He was accused, tried, and acquitted as innocent of the charge.  Not a greater hubbub was occasioned when the Countess of Salisbury lost her garter, and the august order of that delicate article of a woman’s wardrobe was instituted.  Time passed on, - the lady’s visit was coming to a close – and the mysterious disappearance remained unrevealed;  when one day a madcap schoolboy had climbed a tree in an adjoining rookery, and brought down a well-built nest with the very identical garters neartly interwoven with the sticks, and forming a conspicuous part of the crow’s dwelling.  The garters were taken out, and, we believe, are now worn by our fair informant, and prized more than any other pair for the singular circumstances attending their manufacture.

BIRTHS

At Great Ayton, May 31st, the wife of Mr William Coulson, of a daughter.

At Newby, on the 13th ult, the wife of Mr G Wilson, of a son.

At Great Ayton, on the 13th, the wife of Mr Robt Nankin, of a son.

At Faceby, on the 11th, the wife of Mr John Armstrong, farmer, of a son.

MARRIAGES

On Thursday, the 5th ult, at St Mary’s Church, Penzance, William Danby Esq of Guisbrough, to Frances, youngest daughter of the late James Pascoe Esq, of the former place.

On Saturday, the 28th ult, at the parish Church, Stokesley, Mr William Atkinson to Miss Margaret Johnson, second daughter of Mrs Pennington, of the George and Dragon Inn.

DEATHS

At Stokesley, on the 8th ult, Miss Mary Hugill, aged 26 years.

At Hemlington, on the 15th ult, Mr Robert Turnbull, farmer, aged 77.

At Carlton, on the 17th ult, Miss Ann Johnson, aged 11.

At Guisborough, on Saturday, the 14th ult, after a tedious illness, Elizabeth, second daughter of Mr R Hodgson, in her 31st year.  Her loss will be much felt in a wide circle, as she was beloved by all who knew her.

Same place, on Sunday, the 15th, Mr Edmund Dent, Hair-dresser.

At Stokesley on the 22nd, Allinson Booth Hardman, 1st son of Rev James Hardman, independent minister.  Buried in the Independent Chapel.

At Stokesley, on the 23rd, Mrs Williamson, aged 92.

Same place, on the 26th, Catherine Forster, aged 98.

At Great Ayton, on the 26th, Mr Wm Sanderson, shoemaker, aged 41.

At Marton, on the 25th, Mrs William Robinson, aged 77.

At Hilton, on the 27th, Mr John Lodge, aged 18.

GUISBROUGH

A Commission “De Lunatico Inquirendo” was instituted by the friends of a Miss Perfect, a lady who has latterly resided with Mrs Williamson, of Guisbrough, on Friday, the 20th ult, at the Town Hall.  The decision of a large and respectable Jury empanelled for the purpose, was, that Miss Perfect was of unsound mind, and had been so since January 1st, 1822.

CRICKET

STOKESLEY AMATEUR v ORMESBY

The first cricket match of the season took place on Monday, the 23rd ult, between the Stokesley Amateur and the Ormesby Clubs, on the Stokesley ground.  The day was remarkably fine, and the picturesque place chosen for the match, commanding a view of the whole range of Cleveland hills, added to the pleasure both of the spectators and the players.  The game was well contested, the Stokesleyans, however, as usual, came off victorious.  The following is the statement of the game:-

STOKESLEY

First Innings

Second Innings


Harrison, ct. by Smith
0
run out
12

Fawcett, bowled by Calvert
0
bowled by Reed
8

Dale, bowled by Calvert
7
bowled by Wm Calvert
3

Emerson, b. by W Calvert
0
bowled by Reed
2

Jackson, bowled by ditto
9
bowled by ditto
2

Atkinson, ct. by Jackson
4
not out
3

Johnson, std. by Harrison
0
bowled by Reed
0

Parrington, ct. by Reed
10
bowled by ditto
0

Burgess, bd. by T Calvert
2
bowled by W Calvert
1

Hulton, bowled by Reed
3
bowled by ditto
1

Stephenson, not out
1
bowled by Reed
0

Wide balls etc
0
Wide balls etc
6
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ORMESBY

First Innings 

Second Innings


Wm Calvert, ct. by Atkinson
3
bowled by Harrison
2

Humble, ct. by Dale
0
caught by ditto
7

Reed, caught by Burgess
2
run out
2

Jackson, ct. by Parrington
15
bowled by Harrison
3

Sanderson, ct. by Harrison
0
bowled by Parrington
1

Garbutt, bowled by ditto
5
caught by Fawcett
0

Smith, ct. by Parrington
0
caught by Johnson
3

Lister, bowled by ditto
6
bowled by Harrison
2

Calvert, ct. by ditto
1
caught by ditto
4

Harrison, not out
0
not out
15

Peirson, ct. by Hulton
0
bowled by Parrington
0

Wide balls etc
0
Wide balls etc
1
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CROPS

Hay Harvest has just commenced in this district, and we have rarely seen such crops as now, on all sides, are presented to our view.  Wheat and Oats are looking well on light dry soils, but we fear on strong clays there will be a deficiency.

UGTHORPE- SUDDEN DEATH

On Thursday, the 26th ult, an Inquest was held before J P Sowerby Esq, Coroner, and a respectable jury, on the body of Owen Boyle, a man who has been employed to drag the chain for the Ordnance Surveyors.  It appeared on evidence that the deceased had been indisposed for several weeks and at intervals unable to perform his work.  On the morning of his death the person where he lodged went to ask him to take breakfast, and found life extinct.  The Jury returned a verdict, “Died by the Visitation of God”.

CLEVELAND CATTLE SHOW

A General Meeting of the Committee of the Cleveland Cattle Show took place at the Cock Inn, Guisbrough, on Tuesday, the 24th ult, for general purposes.  Present:- Messrs John and G Peirson, John and W Braithwaite, Wm Simpson, Isaac Scarth, John Harrison, T T Trevor, J W Parrington, - Alderson, D Nesham, John Andrew, … Hart, and others.  The prizes for the present year were arranged, and the 30th of September decided upon as the day for the Cattle Show at Guisbrough.  Mr J Watson, in connection with Mr Kitching, was appointed Secretary in the place of Mr Askew, who had resigned, and it was unanimously resolved that the chairman of the meeting, T T Trevor Esq, be requested to ask the honour of Lord Feversham’s company to take the chair at the dinner, and be President of the Society for the present year.
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