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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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STOKESLEY MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY

Considering that the progressional happiness of man depends more or less on the cultivation of the intellect and moral feelings, we have observed with no inconsiderable degree of pleasure, the successful efforts which have been made by several of the younger inhabitants of our town to establish a society for the mutual improvement of its members.  The principles on which this society has been instituted, are such as to afford a kind of conversational instruction to its members, and by introducing general subjects for discussion, the means of improving themselves in the bold, clear, and succinct expression of their thoughts.  Such being the object in view of the projectors of this institute, we cannot forebear to congratulate, and at the same time express a hope that they will receive the support of the young for whom it is more particularly established.  It is rumoured, and we believe on good authority, that it is the intention of the Committee of the late Stokesley Library, to form a Mechanic’s Institute;  should such be the case, we have not the slightest doubt, they will receive the cordial co-operation of the inhabitants.

YARM GREAT OCTOBER FAIR

This important Fair held on the 20th ult, for horses and cattle, and on the 21st for sheep and cheeses, and also the horse show on the 18th ult, were well attended.  Some superior roadsters, field horses, and coaching colts, were purchased in the principal stables and yards at remunerating prices, good draught horses were also in demand, considerable purchases were made by several dealers who were in quest of military horses and horses for the coal works.  There was an excellent show of Scotch ponies, and a great many were sold.  The show of short horns was large and the quality good.  Calving cows and nice heifers met with ready sale, and large forward steers were also well sold;  beef sold at from 4s 6d to 6s and upwards, per stone.  On the 21st there was, as usual, an excellent show of rams, which met a good market.  There was likewise a very large show of shearling and other fat sheep which were speedily purchased from 5½d to 6d per lb, with a tendency to an advance upon those rates at the latter end of the market, and the choice of breeding ewes, sheep for turnips, and Highland wethers, was particularly good.  The show of cheeses was very large, and the quality being good, a clearing was readily effected.  New milk sold at from 50s to 58s;  general price, 54s per cwt of 112 lbs;  and old milk, at from 26s to 32s per cwt.

HOME RAILWAYS

A Contemporary says; - “A facetious friend of ours observed the other day, that if a man, some twenty years hence could take an aerial flight over England, and look downwards, the surface of the earth would present to him the appearance of an enormous gridiron, or network of Iron.”  The same appearance would be presented to the mind’s eye now, if by a flight of fancy, we could imagine at completion, all the lines of railway at present projected.  Numbers of these, however, are not destined to form permanent bars in the imaginary gridiron, but twenty years hence will scarcely be remembered, except by those in whose pockets some slight (perhaps not very slight) vacuum may have been created by their sanguine pursuit of projects, which never could have any locus standi amongst works of real unity.  We must, however, exclude from the stigma, some projects now on foot, which seem of necessity and amongst those to which our attention in this locality, is attracted more particularly, is a branch line from the York and North Midlands, by way of Whitby, Lealholm bridge, Commondale, Kildale, Stokesley, and to the Terminus at South Stockton, forming an important link in the immense chain of Coast Railway.  Mr Buckstone and his assistants are now surveying this line, plans and sections of which, are intended to be laid before Parliament next session.  It is also in contemplation, to run a line from the station at Stokesley, by way of Potto, the Tontine, Appleton Wiske, Great Smeaton, and to the Cowton station, thus forming a direct communication from Whitby, through the heart of Cleveland with Northallerton, Richmond, Barnard-castle, Penrith, etc.

The works on the Middlesbrough and Redcar, a line to connect those places with the North and South, have been commenced;  and the road is expected to be open in three or four months.

LANGBAURGH WEST SAVING’S BANK

At a meeting of the committee of this bank held on Saturday the 4th ult Mr William Stephenson, Grocer, was elected Clerk, in the place of Mr Coates who resigned on account of ill health.

THE CLEVELAND AGRICULTURAL CATTLE SHOW

The influence of this Society in improving the Live Stock of our local agriculturists we are happy to observe, has greatly increased within the last year or two.  The plan lately adopted, of holding the meetings alternately at Stokesley and Gisborough, not only made an addition to the finances, but excited a praiseworthy ambition between the East and West divisions of this district.  This was fully illustrated at the last annual meeting of the society, held at Gisborough on the 7th ult.  The quality and quantity of the stock exhibited, were superior to those on previous occasions;  indeed so much so, as to call for the highest praise from the different judges.  The dinner was held in a splendidly fitted up booth, both of which were deserving the highest encomiums.  Our space prevents us from inserting the speeches which were made, suffice it to say, they were of the sterling old fashioned school:  the decision of the judges gave general satisfaction.  In conclusion we trust that the next show will not only equal, but surpass those of former years.

CRICKET

A match at Cricket came off on Thursday the 23rd ult at Carlton, between Mr Baker of Swainby and Mr D Halton of Stokesley, when the former won easily be 13 runs, Halton only running 6 and Baker running 19.  It is generally supposed that Halton let himself be beat on purpose to get another match on, as he proffered to play again for a larger sum, this match being only for one pound a man, but Baker declined a second match and did Halton out of his Sovereign.  

We are informed that the Hon O Duncombe, MP, has forwarded £50, and Sir William Foulis, Baronet, £25 to the Hudson testimonial.

REVIEWS

Tweddell’s Yorkshire Miscellany, and Englishman’s Magazine

London: Brittain, 11 Paternosta Row.  Stokesley; Tweddell.

The difficulty of establishing a local magazine, has been experienced by more than one Yorkshire publisher, and he who comes forward as the candidate for public favour, must not hesitate to stem the torrent of unforeseen circumstances with which he will have to contend.  Part 6 of the Yorkshire Miscellany is now before us, and presents a rich variety to the lover of Magazine Literature.  We are happy to meet the old Bachelor in his reveries again – he possesses a kindly spirit, a spirit that can commiserate with human frailty.  The tales L’allee des Veuves and Hatfield’s Horoscope, will interest many readers.  The poetry is about of the usual merit – the Sonnet on the Dearne possesses many beauties.  The manner in which Mr Tweddell is conducting this periodical, speaks well for its future importance.

A Hand book to the Herbarium by George Dixon of Ayton. 

London: Simpkin and Marshall; - Stokesley: W Braithwaite

This is a neat hand-book for teaching botany, which has been practised by Mr Dixon with his pupils at the North of England Agricultural School.  In his preface he tells us “Whilst wandering through the woods, along the meadows, or upon the mountain tops, - following the meandering stream, or the rapid river tumbling over the rocks, or clambering the mighty hills with the ocean dashing beneath my feet, - meeting at every step some gem of the vegetable world, and returning at evening laden with the trophies of the day, oft have I wished that others might share in pleasures so innocent and healthy.”  We commend him for his praiseworthy undertaking of presenting the public with a new and easy method of teaching botany.  As the study of botany is one that in many ways tends to improve the mind, and give it a contemplative character, and the love of flowers forms one of the greatest pleasures of the admirer of nature;  we cordially recommend Mr Dixon’s Hand-Book to all who take an interest in such pursuits.

BIRTHS

At Great Ayton, on the 1st ult, the wife of Mr Robinson Heckle, Labourer, of a son.

At the same place, on the 7th ult, the wife of Mr William Walt, Cartwright, of a son.

At Easby, on the 7th ult, the wife of Mr Joseph Garbutt, Farmer, of two sons.

At Stokesley, on the 18th ultimo, the wife of Mr John Galloway, Tanner, of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 21st ult, the wife of Mr Joseph Salvin, Groom, of a son.

At Great Ayton, on the 24th ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Westoby, alias Dummy, of a son.

MARRIAGES

At Belize, Honduras.  On the 4th of August last, by the Hon and Rev Matthew Newport, Rural Dean, John P Trench, Esq, M.D., Military Staff Surgeon, to Sarah, seventh daughter of the late Mr Wilstrop of Stokesley and sister-in-law to the Hon Chief-Justice Temple, of the former place.

On Monday the 13th ult, at the parish Church of Stokesley, by the Rev John George Beresford, John Hepburn Handyside, Esq, Surgeon, to Hannah, second surviving daughter of the late James Coates Esq, Solicitor, of Stokesley and Pasture House, near Northallerton.

On Tuesday the 28th ult, at Kirby, by the Rev J F Newton, John Hindson, Esq, of Kirby Grange, to Jane Maria, second daughter of Joseph Robertson Esq of Dromonby Hall.

DEATHS

At Stokesley, on the 3rd ult, Mr William Biggins, aged 69 years.

At Seamer, on the 4th ult, Mr Thomas Atley, aged 80.

At Great Ayton, on the 10th ult, Ann Ward, aged 56.

At Stokesley, on the 17th ult, John, son of Mr Ralph Dodsworth, Publican, aged 3 weeks.

At the same place, on the 22nd ult, Mr James Mann, Butcher, aged 79.

At the same place, Ann Thompson, Milliner, aged 26.

At Tanton, on 24th ult, Ann, daughter of Mr John Bainbridge, Farmer, aged 15.

STOKESLEY MANOR COURT 

Lieutenant Colonel Hildyard, Lord of the Manor of Stokesley, held his court at the house of his Bailiff Mr Wm Naylor, of the Shoulder of Mutton Inn, in Stokesley on the 16th ult.  After several of the freeholders had appeared and paid acknowledgements on the Lord’s waste the Steward J P Sowerby, Esq, and the Jury then paraded the town to view the nuisances, after which they returned to Mr Naylor’s where an excellent dinner was provided.  We may mention that this is the second court Col Hildyard has held since he became Lord of the Manor, the first of which took place 13 years ago.

STOKESLEY – LANGBAURGH COURT

The Court Baron of George Marwood Esq, Chief Bailiff of the Liberty of Langbaurgh, was held on Tuesday the 28th ult in the Court Room at the Golden Lion, when the following causes were tried before J P Sowerby Esq, the steward and a respectable jury.

William Gricewood v Robert Nicholson

Mr Booth appeared for the Plaintiff.  Mr Appleton for the Defence.  The Plaintiff is a Farrier, residing at Gisborough, and the Defendant is a Brewer of the same place.  The action was commenced to recover £1 10s for medicine and attendance on a horse belonging to Defendant.  One Pound had been paid into court and the jury considered that sum more than sufficient recompense for plaintiff’s services.  Verdict for defendant.

Wm Stephenson v Christopher Watkin

Mr John Coates, Jun, was for the plaintiff.  Defendant pleaded his own case.  The plaintiff is a shop keeper in Stokesley and the Defendant is a Flax Dresser of the same place.  The action was brought for the recovery of £1 7s 1½d, balance of account for blue and bleached linen, which Defendant had purchased.  Plaintiff’s apprentice proved the delivery of the goods.  As there was no evidence on the part of the defence.  Verdict for the plaintiff for the amount claimed.

Henry Greear v Michael Ghent

Mr T Garbutt appeared for the Plaintiff and Mr J Coates for the Defendant.  The action was for £1 5s balance of account for a bedstead furnished by the Plaintiff, who is the joiner at Yarm.  The defendant is a Labourer at the same place.  The dispute was with respect to the value of the Bedstead.  An experienced appraisor was examined who stated the bedstead was worth the amount claimed, the verdict was given in favour of the Plaintiff. 

James Castilioni v Robert Mead

Mr Booth for the Plaintiff.  Mr Appleton for the Defendant.  The Plaintiff is a travelling Jew, the Defendant is a Joiner at Castleton.  The action was for 6s for the alleged damage done to a watch, which Defendant had received from Plaintiff on trial.  The Plaintiff failed in proving his case and was nonsuited.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND MISSIONS

The annual meeting of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, was held yesterday, in a large room belonging to the Darlington District Banking Co.  Present, the Right Honourable the Earl of Zetland, in the chair, the Countess of Zetland, - Newcomen Esq, and Mrs Newcomen, Rev J F Whiteside (the deputation), Rev F and Miss Lipscomb, Rev Charles and Miss Cator, Rev J F Newton, Rev H Clarke, Rev J G Beresford, Rev T Irvin, Rev Wm Gooch, Rev T and Mrs Todd, Rev J and Mrs Ibbetson, Geo Grenside Esq and Mrs Grenside, Geo Petty Esq and Mrs Petty, G T Hutchinson Esq and Family, the Misses Dobson, Mrs J W Coates, Mrs Hick, Mr & Mrs W Braithwaite, the Misses Wilstrop, the Misses Weatherill, and a numerous company.  The noble President briefly addressed the meeting, and called upon the Rev Charles Cator, the Secretary of the Society for the report, who gave an interesting detail of the society’s proceedings.  The Rev Mr Whiteside in his usual eloquent style, delivered a speech replete with sound information, and full of energy.  The meeting was also addressed by Mr Lipscombe, Mr Gooch etc.  A meeting of the Sub-district and local Committee was held in the same room in the evening, the Rev Charles Cator, M.A., presided, in lieu of John Grey Esq who was detained at home on account of indisposition.  The Rev chairman detailed at some length the benefits derived by all classes, from the operations of this society, and stated that it (the Society for Propagating the Gospel), was instituted by only five individuals, who, with a determination worthy of imitation, resolved to afford Christian instruction to the masses of our population, by opening schools, and cheapening Christian literature.  He then called upon the Rev Mr Whiteside, who delivered an excellent speech on the operations of the society in Foreign parts, and pointed out in glowing terms the moral destitution of our colonial inhabitants.
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